





S-CAR-90-06 | 
3 AUGUST 1990 














PRS Report— 








China 


QIUSHI [SEEKING TRUTH 
Wo 13, 1 July 1 

















China 
QIUSHI [SEEKING TRUTH] 
No 13, | July 1990 


JPRS-CAR- 90-061 CON ] EN 5 14 AUGUST 1990 


[hale caper is a translation o: the of contents and selected articles from QUUSHI(SERKING TRUTH), a semimonthly 
journal publiahed by the Central Committee in Beijing Notations in the table of contents indice te articles 
previously published of not translated | 








QIUSHI No 13, 1 July 1990 


Struggle To Build the CPC Into a Staunch V of the Working Class—Speech Delivered at a 
Seminar on Theories of Party Construction (29 1989) /Published in aay | 
Commenting on the ‘Rights-Oriented “heory of Juriaprudence’ /Giao Wei | 
“en eens haniam 


/Lu Baifu. Song moming. al pongeens 5 
Management 45 Grade-| State Enterprises and Inspirations Drawn From Them 
(Zhang Yanni is 
The Essence of Western ‘Lenin Studies’ Is the Negation of Leniniam /Ye Weiping/ 19 
ee , 
meneens ) 5 
Study and Uphold the ‘Doctrine That Everything Has Two Aspects’ /Han Licheng/ 29 
Oe Se ee eee ame EY /Jiang Niantao/ Pl 
Becoming Famous for the + ~ heatied 4 
On ‘Contribution Shortages 5 


Pestee on Rndinn Li Vane Pose Coruive Savio [Shen Peng] ob] 














00000000 Beying QIUSHI (SEEKING (RUTH) 
in Chinese No 13, 1 Jul 90 pp 2-9 


1 by a Zemin, published in PRIS-CHI-¥0-127, 
Jul 90 pp 19-26 
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ext] In recent years, a handful of people have put 
many “new theories” under the slogan of “ren- 
ovating the law “The mghts-orented theory of 
prudence” is one such theores. The advocates of this 
“new theory” maintained thai “law in China is faced 
with a crisis” and that “the way out of this crisis” was to 
“restruc ure law with ts as its cell and standard.” 
Here, we will not discuss far-fetched is the 
that “law in China is faced with a crisis.” We only 
comment briefly on some of the major arguments of “the 
ted theory of jurisprudence” to clarify some 
Deen over the relationship between rights 


and duties 

ALA ALA Lk . 
onvert Claims on Rights Stipulations on Rights 
Good Time”? 


In order to prove that their proposal to “restructure law 
with mghts as its standard” has its theoretical basis, the 
advocates of “the mghts-oriented theory of jurispru- 
dence” put forward the argument that “law is the study 
of how to convert claims on rights into stipulations on 
rights in good time.” Is this what “law” is all about? No. 
As we all know, law is « science which studies legal 
phenomena Like philosophy. histonography, literature, 
economics, and politics, it 1s an important component of 
social scrence and has broad and rich contents. Branches 
of law include the basic theory of law, comparative law, 
the history of legal systems, the history of legal thought, 
and various specific areas of law, such as constitutional 
law, organization lew. administrative law, criminal law, 
civil law, cconom ic law, marriage and family law, law of 
criminal proceedings. and international law. If we think 
of “law,” which encompasses such a wide variety of basic 
legal studies and specific areas of laws, as “the study of 
how to convert claims on rights into stipulations on 
rights in good time,” we are either being too rash and 
subjective, or are not too clear about the substance and 
connotation of law From the angle of state legislation. 
neither can we regard law as a mere question of “the 
study of how to convert claims on nghts into stip. ‘ations 
on rights in good time,” for it also involves “the timely 


QIUSHI No 13, | July 1990 


ryiiaiit 
pine 
et FE asf 
4 i 

HAE 
328 ‘tt 
sini 
iit 


12743 
iif 
TE 
2887 
fit 
eeaat 
527° 

238 
Hr 


ig 
Fant 
it 
Hit 
| a} 

i 
TRUE 


aH 
| 
| 
} 

















JPRS-C AR-90-061 
1} August 1990 


QIUSHI No 13, 1 July 1990 








31 EHH eet eH ee ec Ft | 
ueueltedtscetira iy atti ah HL a 
TTT GH Te 
F i : seit ratte STH HLH E 01233 1 
UT ee so TT ; AH He 
ii HH AaB ae a i . THE 
cated tae pegs aia) Ti Ui 1 
AUUHEHHIEIHEIE HET SHH: 
Uijrtiaadial: a eels ean 
i ie | ei aH fit 
i : LA HE hab ah aE ite 
els i! il i WUT Hy 
ed pls HOA iF 
i ye if Hit fil He ste H 
3 THis A Be 
aie THT Hil nen Mie ATH Hill! 

















JPRS-C AR-90-061 
1} August 1990 


support to ad: ocates of “the rights-onented theory of 
jurveprudence,” it provided the basis for the negation of 
this theory 


List 
+A 1 1 —0! reatam, 


In order to make their points, the advocates of “the 
rights-orented theory of jurisprudence’ aso did their 
best (o sing the praises of bourgeois democracy and legal 
system, For instance, they said, “Modern rule of law is 
invariably associated with freedom, democracy and 
equality... The expressions of freedom, cquality, and 
democracy in law are equivalent to mghts. Western 
countnes under the rule of law give expression to these 
rights in two ways, namely, the protection of human 
rights (freedom) by means of a constitution and the 
protection of property rights (equality) by means of civil 
law.” | think this is basically at variance with the actual 
situation in Western capitalist countries. Some people 
have been taking great delight in preaching this idea in 
recent years. They are either completely ignorant about 
legislation in capitalist countries or are deliberately 
trying to cheat and fool the masses. It ts true that the 
constitutions and civil rights laws of capitalist countries 
do provide for the protection of human rights, and have 
even declared that human nghts are natural mghts and 
cannot be taken away. However, it must be pointed out 
that, in capitalist countries, legislation has the protection 
of the fundamental interests of the bourgeoisie as its 
starting point. While their laws ecognize the rights of 
citizens to democracy and freedom, they also impose all! 
kinds of restrictions on these rights. In other words, the 
“expressions of freedom, equality, and democracy in 
law” in Western countries cover more than nghts. They 
also cover duties. Take human rights (freedom) for 
instance. Article 4 of the “Declaration of the Rights of 
Man and Citizens” promulgated in France in 1789 
stipulates: “Political liberty consists in the power of 
doing whatever does not injure another. The exercise of 
the natural rights of every man has no other limits than 
those which are necessary to secure to every other man 
the free exercise of the same mghts, and these limits are 
determinable only by the law." Relevant legal provisions 
in other capitalist countries also show that human rights 
and freedom, as basic citizen rights, are likewise 
expressed as rights as well as duties in law 


Take the freedom of speech and publication for another 
example. Article 5 (freedom of expression) of the Basic 
Law of the Federal Republic of Germany stipulates: “!) 
Everyone shall have the right to freely express and 
disseminate his opinion by speech, writing, and pictures 
and to freely inform himself from generally accessibie 
sources. Freedom of the press and freedom of reporting 
by means of broadcasts and films are guaranteed. There 
shall be no censorship. 2) These rights are limited by the 
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absolve from loyalty to the constitution.” What else con 
notions such as “these rights are limited by the prove 
sions of the general laws" and “not absolve from loyalty 
to the constitution” refer to if they do not refer to duties” 
Hence, in capitalist countries, freedom of eapression and 
publication is not above the limitation of duties For 
instance, if the exercise of the freedom of expression and 
publication exceeds the limits permitted by bourgeor 
laws, that freedom will immediately come to naught 


Again, let us take a look at the freedom of assembly and 
demonstration. Since assembly and demon.tration pose 
a still greater threat to the rule of the bourgeoisie, as they 
have translated words into actions, the restrictions 
impose.’ by the laws of capitalist countries on assembly 
and demcnstration are much more stringent than those 
imposed o: the freedom of expression and publication 

In Western countries, the principles governing assembly 
and demonstration are laid down in the constitution: 

The United States, the FRG, and Japan have even 
promulgated separate laws and regulations concerning 
assembly, demonstration, and strikes. There are detailed 
and specific provisions concerning the rights and duties 
of citizens in assembly, demonstration, and strikes, such 
as the system and procedure of application and approval. 
the time and venue of assembly, demonstration, and 
strikes, the reasons and circumstances for the prohibi- 
tion of assembly, demonstration, and strike, the criminal 
liabilities of those engaged in illegal assembly, demon. 
stration, and strikes, and so on. It can thus be seen that 
in capitalist countries, citizens musi strictly abide by the 
provisions of their constitution and laws in exercising 
their right to assembly, demonstration, and strike, and 
must perform their bounden lawful duties. If they merely 
want to exercise their mghts without performing their 
duties or if they overstep the limits prescribed by bour- 

geois laws, their freedom to hold assemblies, demonstra- 

tions, and strikes will be replaced by police suppression 


Take the freedom of association for another example. 
Freedom of association in capitalist countnes refers 
chiefly to the organization of political parties and social 
organizations, such as trade unions and peasant associ- 
ations. Since these associations intervene in and affect 
the political life of the state to certain extents, al! 
countries have imposed strict restrictions on the freedom 
of association in their constitutions. The United States 
has the strictest restrictions on the freedom of associa- 
tion. Although the U.S. Constitution does not have any 
stipulations on the freedom of association, Article 2 of 
the “Smith Act,” better known a» the “Alien Registra- 
tion Act,” promulgated by the U.S. Congress in 1940, 
stipulates that any person who organizes or attempts to 
organize associations and groups that “teach, advocate. 
SS tee al ae et ee oe. 

States by force and violence” shall constitute a crime. 
The act carried maximum criminal penalties of up to 20 
year, in prison or a fine of up to $20,000. The Untied 
States also in 1954 the “Communist Con- 


trol Act,” which declared the Communist Party of 
America as illegal and deprived the Communist Party of 
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or not they want to 
perform their duties Citizens’ duties prescribed by the 
and there is no room for 
bargaining. If @ person is required to perform his citi: 


the 

but not , and only want to 
ts but do nut want to perform duties, Article 5! 
of the Constitution also stipulates: “The exercise by 
citizens of the PKC of their freedoms and rights may not 
fringe upon the interests of the state, of society, and of 
the ive, or upon the lawful freedoms and nghts of 
other citizens.” This provision is important in the sense 
that it further points out that the rights and duties of 

be 


the law and perform his duty of not infringing upon the 
interests of the state, of , and of the ive, or 
upon the lawful rights of No organization or 
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between rights and duties, preached notions of ‘natural 
human rights,” “absolute democracy,” and “unlimited 
freedom’, and said nothing about the duties prescribed 
by the Constitution and the law for every citizen. They 
attempted in vain, through this kind of demagogn and 
lopsided propaganda, to incite opposition to the socialist 
system in order to achieve their political objectives. The 
political storm which occurred in late spring and early 
summer last year showed that some people, particularly 
the young students, were influenced by this kind of 
erroneous idea. They were unable to correctly appraise 
the relationship of dialectical unity between democracy 
and the legal system, between freedom and discipline, 
and beiween rights and duties. They saw democracy as 
“absolute democracy” without the legal system, saw 
freedom as “absolute freedom” without the restriction of 
any laws, and saw rights as “absolute rights” without 
correlative duties Hence, they ignored the interests of 
the state, of the collective, and of other people, and did 
things that hurt those dear to us and pleased our foes. It 
has been fully borne out by facts that regardless of the 
subjective intentions of the advocates of “the rghts- 
oriented theory of jurisprudence,” the emergence and 
dissemination of this erroneous viewpoint objectively 
serves the political needs of the handful of people who 
engaged in bourgeois liberalization We may even say 
that this viewpoint provided the theoretical basis, from 
the angle of law. for the ideological trend of bourgeors 
liberalization. and, in my opinion, this 1s the mayor harm 
of “the rights-oriented theory of jurisprudence.” It is 
precisely for this reason that we cannot take a laissez- 
faire attitude toward this erroneous viewpoint We must 
maintain a clear-cut stand in defending the basic princi- 
ples of Marxist law and clarify the theoretical nghts and 


wrongs on this major issue 
Footnotes 
1. Ovford Companion to Law, p. 488 
2. Two Treatises of Government, Volume 2, p. % 
3. The Spirit of Law, Volume |, p. 154 
4. Selected Works of Thomas Jefferson, p. 75 
5. Selected Works of Marx and Engels, Volume 4, p. 174 
6. Ibid., Volume 2, p. 137. 
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[Article by Lu Baifu (7120 4102 3940), Song Tingming 
(1345 1694 2494), Zhan Wu (6124 2976), Zhang Zhongyi 
(4545 6945 1015), Lin Zhaomu (2651 0340 2606), 
Huang Zhergi (7806 2182 1142), Zhao Renwei (6392 
0086 0251), He Jianzhang (0149 1696 4545), Ren Junyin 
(0117 1498 0995), and Liu Minxue (0491 2404 1331)) 


[Text] “ditor’s note: Regarding the discussion on inte- 
gration of planned economy and regulation by market 
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mechanism, some speeches were carried in the precedi 
_ this issue carries the final speeches. lend editor's 
note 


The Meaning of the “Planned Nature” of Socialist 
Economy Must Be Understood Correctly 


eee py ye 
person of the macroeconomic research section, 
ment Research Center, State Council 


To correctly plan the macroeconomic structure for the 
— of planned economy and regulation by 
mechanism, the key lies in having a correct 
understanding of “planned nature.” In his report on 
vernment work to the Third Session of the Seventh 
ational People’s Congress [NPC], Comrade Li Peng 
pointed out that the basic criterion for examining 
whether the integration of planned economy and regula- 
tion by market mechanism is good or bad is whether or 
not it can promote the improvement of socialist eco- 
nomic benefits: and also promote the sustained, stable, 
and coordinated development of the national economy, 
and not act as an absiract principle or pattern. | believe 
that this is an exceptionally important and correct con- 
clusion and has important significance in the study and 
planning of the macroeconomic structure for integration 
of planned economy and regulation by market mecha- 
nism. 


For a prolonged period in the past, there was a prevalent 
understanding to the effect that “planned nature” and 
“mandatory nature’ were equivalent, and that to effect a 
“planned nature,” it would be necessary to enforce a 
“mandatory” one. Some even believed that economic 
planned nature must embody all aspects of economic 
planning, enforcing, in their multifarious for 1s, planned 
production, distribution, circulation, and consumption. 
This was a misinterpretation of the meaning of the 
“planned nature” of socialist economy. 


Lenin pointed out that constantly and consciously main- 
taining a balance is in reality a planned character. This is 
the best conclusion of the meaning of the “planned 
nature” of socialist economy. Lenin's theory carried the 
following meaning: |) The various departments of the 
national economy consciously maintaining a balance, 
that is, proportionate development, is the most impor- 
tant indication of a planned character, and 2) in realizing 
a proportionate nature, it is mecessary .o dispel the ideal 
of complete, spontaneous market regulation. 

As everybody knows, the common law of social eco- 
nomic development is according to proportion and this 
applies to all forms of social However, how 


realizing proportionate development differs in different 
social systems. In a capitalist society, due to the role of 
the basic economic laws, proportion is realized through 
economic penodical fluctuations and the market's com- 
pulsory depression, and hence possesses an extremely 
large spontaneous and destructive nature. Although cer- 
tain capitalist countries of the modern era have resorted 
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to the method of state economic intervention to coordi- 
nate proportion, and on certain sides and in certain 
periods definite results may have been generated, on the 
whole they still cannot avoid economic crises, Under 
socialist conditions, employment of the public owner- 
ship system as the leading factor to make national 
economic development, through regulation by state 
planning, become coordinated, is a possibility, bul in its 
realization it is still necessary to set up a set of macro- 
economic regulatory systems which can realize this 
demand and are suited to national conditions. If such a 
set of regulatory mechanisms to effectively regulate 
economic operations is absent, then in a socialist 
economy a proportionate lack of coordination and eco- 
nomic fluctuations may also occur. 


In order to establish a planned macroeconomic regula- 
lory mechanism of the socialist economy, possession of 
the following basic points is necessary: 


|. There must be mutual containment between the 
superior points of socialist economic planning and the 
vitality of commodity economy, so that the “planned 
nature” and “commodity nature” of the economy may 
organically merge, be mutually coordinated, mutually 
supplemented, and mutually infiltrated. 


2. The coverage of the “planned nature” and “commod- 
ity nature of the economy must extend over all of 
society. In the operation of the national economy, the 
“planned” and “commodity” natures should be omni- 
present, the state should not merely take care of the 
“planned nature,” and the market manifest the “com- 
modity nature.” 


3. The state's regulatory form with respect to the opera- 
tion of the national economy should not be confined to 
management of planned targets and administrative coor- 
dination. The form should be one of the 
combination of regulation by economic policy, use of 
economic levers, and management and contro! of 
planned targets, which should give economic activities 
principally through regulation by economic policy and 
use of economic 


4. In balancing the national economy, the state should 
resort to the integration of the balancing of value volume 
and of the volume of goods in kind, and rely principally 
on the balancing of the value volume which lays stress on 
regulation of the operations and movements of money 
and capital funds, to realize control of the social gross 
volumes and regulation of the structure. 


Grasp the Exact Point in Integrating Plan and Market 


By Song {1345 1694 2494}, director, Theoret- 
ical State Structural Reform Com- 


How to carry out the integration of plan and market is 2 
topic met with in the course of reforming the economic 
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structure, On the one hand, we cannot continue as in the 
past to enforce a complete planned economy with a high 
degree of centralization, and on the other hand, cannot, 
as in the case of Western countries, enforce a market 
economy entirely under market regulation. The only 
correct choice is to go the road of in’ jration of planned 
economy and regulation by market mechanism and, on 
the foundation of the socialist public ownership system, 
integrate the superior points of planned economy and 
the flexibility of regulation by market mechanism. 


Planned and market regulation are the state's two forms 
of tactics and methods in carrying out economic regula- 
tion and control. They cannot replace each other, but can 
be mutually integrated. Be it planned or market regula- 
tion, it is necessary both to consciously abide by and 
employ objective economic laws, particularly the law of 
value, and to make an overall employment of economic, 
legal. and administrative measures to regulate and guide 
the operation of the economy. This requires that we, 
when carrying out planned regulation, fully consider the 
demands of objective economic laws and prevent and 
overcome subjectivism. When employing market regula- 
lion, it is necessary to strengthen the control and guid- 
ance of the market, to prevent and overcome its blind 
and spontaneous nature. After the accumulation of many 
years of experience, on the one hand, we have not been 
able to achieve ideal planning, but rather have concen- 
trated too much on centralization and have exerted 
too-rigid control; and, on the other hand, we have also 
failed to perfect the market and have aliowed the 
economy to freely go its own way. Neither planning nor 
the market is all powerful. The key lies in grasping the 
exact point for realizing the best integration of the two, 
displaying the strong points of the two, forming the 
mutual supplementing of their superior points, and 
thereby cutting down to the minimum the problems that 
can appear between the two. In locating the exact, 
suitable point in the integration of the two, we should 
pay attention to the following four problems: 


|. The problem of the timing and locality of integration 
of the two. (Grasp well the timing and locality of this 
interation) In different historical periods, the relative 
weight occupied by the degree and scope of the integra- 
tion of plan and market in the national economy are 
different. At times, planning is utilized more, as, for 
example, in the period of restoration of the national 
economy and the period of enforcement of economic 
readjustment. At other times, the market is utilized 
more, for example during the new period of carrying out 
administrative reform and opening to the outside world. 
The degree of integration of the two needs to be 
promptly readjusted and flexibly handled according to 
the objective demands of economic development in 
different periods. 


2. The problem of the scope of integration of the two. 
(Grasp well the scope of integration) Speaking for the 
national economy as a whole, in different localities, 
industries, trades, enterprises, and products, that is, in 
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different creas, the degree and proportion of the integra- 
tion of plan and market are all different, Generally 
speaking, in the basic industrial departments such as 
energy, raw materials, communications, and transport, 
the relative weight of planning is larger, whereas in the 
rank-and-file processing industry, departments of indus- 
tries for civilian use which are of a strong competitive 
and selective character, and circulation areas of indi- 
vidual consumer goods, the proportion of market regu- 
lation is larger. Along coastal areas open to the outside 
world, the proportion of market regulation is larger, 
while in the inland where raw materials are produced, 
the proportion of planning is larger. In large and 
medium-sized backbone enterprises under the system of 
ownership by the whole people, the proportion of plan- 
ning is larger, while, in general, medium-sized and small 
enterprises under the system of ownership by the whole 
people, and town and township collective enterprises, 
the relative weight of market regulation is larger. As for 
the economy not under the public ownership system, it is 
under market regulation under the guidance of the 
national plan. In the case of initial-grade products with 
an important bearing on the national economy and the 
living of the people, such as grain and industnal raw 
materials, the relative weight of planning is larger, 
whereas in the rank-and-file intermediate processed 
products and end products, the relative weight of market 
regulation is larger, and so on. 


3. The problem of requirements in the economic envi- 
ronment for integration of the two. General speaking, in 
a loose economic environment with a relative balance in 
gross social supply and gross social demand, or with 
supply slightly larger than demand, the relative weight of 
planned regulation is slightly smaller and market regula- 
tion is larger. Contrarily, in a stringent economic envi- 
ronment with an extreme imbalance in supply and 
demand and serious currency inflation, the relative 
weight of planning is larger. Therefore, maintenance of a 
balance in supply and demand is a basic condition for 
realizing the best integration of plan and market. 


4. The problem of management conditions for integra- 
tion of the two. Be it the enforcement of planned 
regulation or market regulation, it is necessary to con- 
tinuously improve management methods and to enhance 
the management level. For planned regulation to attain 
anticipated results is determined by the plan's scientific 
character, feasibility, and the management level in 
enforcing the plan. Similarly, the release of certain 
economic activities from the enforcement of market 
control is determined not only by the maturity of the 
market itself, but also by the ability and level of market 
management of our economic departments in the devel- 
opment of the economic levers. If the plan is unscien- 
tific, “management will inevitably be fatal,” and if the 
market rules are not healthy enough then “confusion will 
follow decontrol."’ Therefore, we must constantly elevate 
the level of planned and market management, gradually 
realize the organic integration of plan and market, and 








accomplish the feat of “controlling but causi no fatal- 
ities and enlivening bul causing no con ” and 
enable the economy to enter into a benign cycle. 


We should not only integrate the strong points of plan 
and market, but should also do the utmost to avoid 
“mixing their weak points.” If the subjectivism in plan- 
ning and the blind spontaneity of the market are “mixed 
together,” then it is possible to generate many strange 
consequences, such as redundant construction, loss and 
waste, internal strife in consumption, reciprocal! block- 
ades, violation of law and discipline, and so forth. The 
actual practice in reform and opening up 
testified that if we could only firmly 
reform and opening up with one hand, and grasp legis- 
lation construction with the other hand, then there 
would be integration of the st 
market, avoidance and overcoming of passive phe- 
nomena, and continuous injection of life and vitality 
into the socialist economy, displaying all the more fully 
the superior nature of the socialist system. 


Is a Must and Is Possible, But How Is It 
Integration Is a 8 


By Zhan Wu [6124 2976], member, State Structural 
Reform Commission 


The rich experiences in socialist economic construction 
in our country can answer, on the basis of the integration 
of theory and practice, the three problems of organic 
liaison in the necessity to integrate, the possibility of 
integration, and the way to integrate planned economy 
and regulation by market mechanism. 


The necessity of integration. Because, speaking of the 
basic system, ours is a socialist planned commodity 
economy built on the foundation of the public ownership 
system, if we do not consciously carry out a planned and 
proportionate development of the national economy, but 
instead deviate from the state's planned guidance, then 
we will go against the direction of socialism, and slip 
onto the awkward road of blind development. Similarly, 
if integration is not made with market regulation, the 
planned economy will show overcentralization, control 
will be too tight, the entire economy will lack = 


ane must accept the state's planned guidance, 


idly established and grow to maturity, nor will the 
market mechanism be able to normaiiy, and in a healthy 


conscious utilization of the law of value and the law of 
supply and otherwise planning will deviate 
from reality and become infeasible. 
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The possibility of integration. This is because: First, 
actue! practice in the 10 years of reform has enabled us 
to make clear the innate difference between a socialist 
market and a capitalist one. A socialist market is but on 
the foundation of the public ownership system occu- 
pying absolute supremacy, while a capitalist one is 
founded on the basis of the capiialist private ownership 
system, The socialist market is build in a planned and 
organized manner. It operates healthily under the state's 
planned guidance, adjustment, control, and manage- 
ment. This is basically different from the spontaneously 
formed and blindly developed capitalist market. Second, 
if the problem of understanding is solved, our socialist 
state will be capable of using in a planned manner the 
various kinds of administrative, legal, and economic 
measures it holds in its hands, and, based on the needs 
and conditions of development of the planned com- 
modity economy, of setting up a socialist market system 
and market mechanism. It can also adjust, control, and 
manage them in a planned manner, make them grow, 
improve, and operate in a healthy manner. Third, 
planned economy and regulation by market mechanism 
do not inevitably oppose or repel each other. If the two 
are separated, an absolute planned economy will strangle 
the economy to death, and blind market regulation will 
plunge it into confusion. Only through the organic inte- 
gration of planned economy and regulation by market 
mechanism, joining their strengths, will it be possible to 
effectively push the sustained, stable, and coordinated 
development of the national economy. 


How to bring about integration. First, there must be an 
extensive understanding of planned economy. The 
innate special features of socialist planned commodity 
economy . re planned and proportionate development, 
realization and maintenance of macroeconomic balance, 
that is, ability to realize the balancing of gross supply and 
gross demand and the four balances of finance, credits 
and loans, me terial resources, and foreign exchange. And 
only through doing so can the plan be realized, can tue 
market mechanism operate normally, can price signals 
retain their veracity, and can there be equal competition 
among enterprises in the market. Contrarily, if macro- 
economic balance 1s damaged, proportionate relations 
are senously out of order, and there is sustained currency 
inflation, then there can be no mention of the planned 
character, the market mechanism will be distorted, and 
plan and market cannot be put in order and cannot be 
integrated. Second, in planning work, including manda- 
tory and guidance planning, it is necessary to consciously 
consider ‘he use of the law of value and the law of supply 
and demand. In particular, guidance planning cannot 
have a compulsory nature but should rely principally on 
playing its role through economic policy and economic 
levers. Third, it is necessary to correctly understand the 
use of regulation by market mechanism. The market 
regulation we talk about is |) built on the foundation of 
the public ownership system, 2) built by the state in a 
planned and organized manner, and, 3) the state still 
must employ policy, plan, economic levers, economic 
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rules and reguiations, and so forth, to adjust, control, 
and manage it so that it is possible to reduce the market's 
blind nature. 


Control These That Should Be Controlled; Decontrol 
Those That Should Be 


By Zhang Zhongji [4545 6945 1015], head, Department of 
Overall Affairs, Stase Statistical Bureau 


The purpose of enforcing the integration of planned 
economy and regulation by market mechanism is to 
organically integrate the strong points of the two, per- 
form a good job in macroeconomic control, accomplish 
microeconomic invigoration, and set up an economic 
operational mechanism with Chinese characteristics. 


In enforcing planned management and control, the prin- 
cipal purposes of the state are to survey the whole 
macroeconomic situation, perform a good job on the 
wide-scale, important side, including the compilation of 
a feasible, intermediate, and long-term economic devel- 
opment sirategy and national economic plan that con- 
form to China's navional conditions, balance social gross 
supply and demand, and balance and ensure the recip- 
rocal liaison of various sectors, such as finance, credits 
and loans, foreign exchange, material resources, and so 
forth, Hence, it is necessary to establish a strong and 
powerful system of macroeconomic commands, con- 
sciously make use of the role of the various economic 
levers, integrate effective measures in administration 
and management and flexible market regulatory mea- 
sures, and enhance macroeconomic adjustment and con- 
trol capability. It is also necessary to improve and ; erfect 
the democratic and scientific macroeconomic policy- 
making system and procedure, including such aspects as 
news and information, discussions and testimonials, 
policymaking, execution, coordination, supervision, 
feedback, and so forth, and do the utmost to prevent the 
possible occurrence of major errors or deviations. 


Economic activities are complex and complicated. Eco- 
nomic acts of microeconomic principal bodies (enter- 
prises, residents) cannot all depend on arrangements by 
plan and, to a very large extent, are subject to self- 
selection based on market news. Hence, microeconomic 
activities are regulated principally by the market. In the 
long run, the scope of market regulation should cover 
society as a whole. To truly put the role of market 
regulation into full play, it will be necessary to make the 
enterprises of various economic categories and types 
become relatively independent commodity producers 
and operators, that can, under conditions of equality. 
actively participate in market competition. 


Since reform and opening up, market elements have 
gradually infiltrated the venous sides of economic 'ife. 
Al present, in the purchase and sale of consumer goods. 
aside from an extreme minority of importan’ consumer 
goods which carry out contractual purchases and supply 
based on coupons or other vouchers, the great majority 
universally carry out free ard selective purchases or 
purchases and sales at negotiated prices. However, 
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regardless of the forms employed, consideration must be 
given to the supply and demand reiations of the market 
and to the conscious use of the law of value. Although 
mandatory planning 1s of @ compulsory nature, if the 
state's policy and plan give no consideration to the law of 
value and to taking all-round care of the interests of 
various sides, then in the course of execution they may 
frequently become distorted and discounted, and may 
even have negative effects. As for guidance planning, it 
needs to depend, on top of the basis of abiding by the law 
of value, on economic Policy and economic levers to 
effect the realization of its aims. 


The pivotal point of market regulation is the price 
mechanism and only when the prices of various kinds of 
commodities can truly reflect value and supply-demand 
relations van there be effective operation of regulation by 
market mechanism. Alt present, there are “double-track” 
prices, and price signals are seriously distorted. It is 
necessary to actively and safely push reform of the price 
structure Naturall,, because the supply-demand flexi- 
bility of many scarce products is small and hidden 
demand is still very brisk, price reform must be carried 
out carefully and gradually 


rae Sen See Problems To Performing 


ntegration Well 
By Lin Zhaomu [2651 0340 2606), research fellow, Eco- 
nomic Research Center, State Planning Commission 


Over the 10 years and more of reform. on the side of the 
integration of planned economy and regulation by 
market mechanism, our country has made an active and 
bold investigation, and has advanced a big step forward 
both in theory and practice. On the precondition of the 
principal body insisting firmly on planned economy, in 
the control of the majority oi state-run enterprises, the 
state has been gradually shifting from effecting princi- 
pally direct control to indirect control. In the production 
and circulation sectors the umber and variety of man- 
datory plans have dwindled from 120 in 1984 to about 
50 in 1988. In gross value of industrial output, manda- 
tory planning occupied about |7 percent, guidance plan- 
ning, around 40 percent, and regulation by market 
mechanism, about 40 percent. Commodity markets have 
steadily developed and money, technology, and service 
markets have begun to be established. Initial reform has 
been going on in the price structure and price control 
system, in the various Calegones of commodities, ihe 
proportion of prices fixed by the state has fallen, while 
the proportion of prices fixed by the market has risen. 
The portion of prices fixed by the state is roughly 25 
percent in sales of agricultural products, about 30 per- 
cent in retail sales of consumer goods, and 60 percent in 
the ex-factory prices of means of production. Over the 
past 10 years, the general direction of the reform has 
been fixed and determined 


But there have also been errors and bitter lessons. the 


most prominent being that. in recent years, macroeco- 
nomic loss of control led to inflation in fixed assets 
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investments and too-rapid growth in consumption 
funds, « ausing large imbalances in the national economy , 
and, in the fourth quarter of 1988, serious currency 
inflation erupted. After a year of improvement and 
rectification, although currency inflation subsequently 
came under control, problems in many deep-going layers 
have not been solved. To get out of this dilemma, to 
continue to push improvement, rectification, and deep- 
ening of the reform, and to maintain the sustained, 
stable, and coordinated development of the economy in 
the 1990's the key lies in whether we can handle well the 
relations between planned economy and regulation by 
market mechanism and bring about an even better 
integration of the two. 


Seen from current conditions, in order to improve this 
“integration,” | believe that we should emphasize solu- 
tion of the following problems: 


Firsi, smooth out the prices step by step and push price 
reform. Basic stability in the general level of prices and 
the generally rational comparative prices of various 
kinds of commodities are the most basic conditions for 
realizing integration of planned economy and regulation 
by market mechanism. In more recent years, there was 
worsening of the situation of price confusion and distor- 
tion in comparative prices. The fact that one article can 
have several prices, and the “double-track" price system 
in means of production, have severely damaged the 
image of the planned economy. The fixed prices of many 
products were irrational and violated the law of value. 
On the one hand, this caused heavy losses in enterprises, 
industries, and trades which were victims of mandatory 
planning, and, on the other hand, the burden of financial 
subsidies on national finance became increasingly heavy. 
In 1989, the sum total of enterprise loss subsidies and 
price subsidies expended by national finance amounted 
to 97 billion yuan and consumed one-third of the year's 
financial revenues. In 1990, it is time to control and 
reduce their continued increases. 


Second, strengthen the state's adjustment and control of 
the macroeconomy. The more the economy is invigo- 
rated, the more it is necessary to strengthen the control 
and regulation of the macroeconomy. The purpose of 
macroeconor.iic control is to maintain balance in the 
economic gross volumes and coordinate the important 
proportionate relationships. The major points should be 
control over the gross volume of the state's fixed assets 
investments and consumption funds, balancing the gross 
volume of receipts and outlays in national finance, 
credits and loans, and foreign exchange, and readjust- 
ment of the large and important structures. Conse- 
quently, the state must directly grasp and allocate a 
portion of investments, material resources. and foreign 
exchange, and at the same time directly control the main 
economic activities of a minority of large enterprises. In 
order to strengther, the state's power in macroeconomic 
adjustment and control, it is necessary to: |) Firmly 
insist on the existing mandatory planning, 2) Gradually 
readjust the distribution relations betv cen the central 
government and the localities, and adequately raise the 
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ratio of central financial receipts in the entire financial 
receipts, and 3) Effect an even closer and mutual coop- 
eration between the macroeconomic adjustment and 
control departments of planning, finance, banking, and 
so forth, and gradually set up a macroeconomic adjust- 
ment and control syste in the new situation. 


Third, continue to set up and improve the market 
structure. At the moment, the artificial demarcation of 
spheres of influence and market blockading still impeded 
the rational circulation of commodities and essential 
elements of production, and also impede the develop- 
ment of a unified national market. Irrationality in the 
price structure, imperfection in market regulations, rules 
for coinpetition, and confusion in the economic order, 
have created many conditions for unequal and improper 
competition. In order to fully display the active role of 
market regulation and to prevent and overcome its blind 
and passive nature we should actively promote the 
formation of nor .al competition and, at the saine time, 
strengthen control and sei up and perfect the regulations 
covering market competition. 


Fourth, set up a perfect mechanism for the self- 
restriction © on. orprises. At present, on the one hand, 
adminis: su. olervention in the enterprises and 
levying * positions on them are still rampant and the 
enterp; — ‘ack the necessary conditions for autono- 
mous op ‘oa the other hand, following the expan- 
sion of the autonomous power of enterprises, they lack 
the necessary self-restriction. Enterprises are the little 
cells of the national economy. If they are unable to make 
a flexible and effective reaction to macroeconomic 
adjustment and control anc market regulation, then 
neither plan nor market can display its effective role. 
The reform direction of separating government from 
ente;, rise functions should be firmly insisted upon. 
Based on different industries and trades and different 
enterprises, different methods should be adopted for the 
separation in varying degrees of ownership right and 
right 01 operation. Aside from a minority of important 
enterprises and products with a bearing on the national 
economy, and the livelihood of peopie which should still 
be under the direct control and management of the state, 
the remaining majority of enterprises and products 
should be subject to gradual decontrol, allowing the 
enterprises to operate autonomously and the principle of 
survival of the fittest to prevail. The steps in decontrol 
should be in accord with the strengthening of the power 
in macroeconomic adjustment and control, and the 
setting up anu perfecting of various kinds of laws and 
regulations. 


Working on Perfecting the Operational Mechanism 


By Huang Zhenqi (7306 2182 1142], research fellow, 
Economic Research Center, State Planning Commission 


Forty years of experience in economic development have 
shown that under the conditions at the current stage, 
one-sidedly stressing the role of planning while over- 
looking or refuting the role of the market will inevitably 
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make economic de velopment lose its vitality and slacken 
progress in technological development However, 
aay stressing the role of the market, weakening 

role of planning. and even eliminating planned regula 
tron altogether will cause disturbances in socioeconomic 
life and in the end the existence of the public 
ownership sysiom Only through correctly carrying out 
the integration of planned economy and do 
market mechaniem will it be possible to y the 
superiority of the socialist system and promote develop- 
ment of the productive forces In iny opinion, enforcing 
integration of plan and market should center on 


; 


| Further fostering the market mechaniam | 
of reform, appropriately delegating power and ceding 
interests are a prerequisite condition for the market 
mechaniom to display its role, bul pure and simple 
Opening up cannot ensure that the 
display its role, and attention musi sill be to 
fostering and nurturing the market mechanism First, we 
must further deepen enterprise reform and perfect the 
enterprise mechanism Following the delegating of 
power and ceding of interests on a relatively large scale, 


| 


sem oF restrictive mechanism. 

aniem is the foundation of market mechanism An 
imperfect and unhealthy enterprise mechanism inevi- 
tably impedes market competition and impedes techno- 
progress and the advancement of economic 

, it 1 Necessary to deepen reform of the 

circulation system. smooth out and expand the circula- 
tion channels. and promote the formation of a unified 

market 


aniem If the comparative prices of the various kinds of 
products are irrational, market regulations will inevi- 
tably go the road opposite to the demands of economic 
development In real economic life. it sometimes hap- 
pens that the more products belong to the “bottleneck” 
category and the more important the resources in scarce 
supply. the more readily their prices tend to be lower 
and, as a result of the market playing its spontarcous 
role. investments are frequent! attracted to other prod- 
ucts and indusines We should grasp the relatively lax 
environment growing out of the improvement and rec- 
tification and accomplish worthy results in the readjust- 
ment of the price structure of the basic industnes. In 
addition. for the sake of perfecting the market mecha- 
nism we must still strengthen legislation construction 
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and indusirial and commercial administrative manage 
ment and control, standardize market actions, and pro: 
tect legitimate competition 


Bul power ce 1ON is HOt equivalent to the posses 
sion of a periect and healthy planning mechaniam The 
ing Mechanism does have many problems 
to be studied and solved First, we should 
scientific character of decision: 
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By Zhao Renwei [6392 0086 0251), dire +r, Economic 
Sciences of China 
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Because our eaperiences are insuffic ent, in actual prac: 
tice certain things have been done fairly well, others have 
not been done s0 well, and there have been both eaper- 
ences and bitter lessons. 


Over the past 10 years, in the development and manage. 
ment of country fair trade, there have been certain 
experiences worthy of our study and absorption 
Country fair trade belongs to the realm of regulation by 
market mechanism. Under the past highly centralized 
planning structure, this market was in a depression and 
the role played by it was very small It was only a form of 
exc among the peasanis, and the adjustment of 
each other's haves and have-nots. The volume of trans 
actions in trade occupied a ratio of only five percent or 
thereabouts in the gross volume of retat! sales throughout 
society. + — 10 years, for the sake of suiting the 
development of commodity economy and meeting the 
people's livelihood needs, we have paid close attention 
to developing trade The number of country fair trade 
markets in cities and the countryside has increased from 
over 30,000 to over 70,000. Service facilities have been 
continuously _ The volume of transactions in 
trade increased 12 billion yuan in 1978, to nearly 
200 bilhon yuan in 1989, amounting to more than 20 
percent of society's gross volume of retail sales of com. 
modities In the past, of the vegetables and agricultural 
sideline products needed daily by urban residents. nearly 
all depended on y from state-run commerce Now. 
supphes comes from the country fair 


channel in commodity circulation between urban and 
rural areas, and between localities. Its development has 
enlivened circulation, pushed production. satisfied 
needs, and saved the state price subsidies on 


speaking, order in the fair trade markets has been well 
maintained. 


means of production. Seen from prices, in 1989, the scale 
of increase in the price level of country fair trade markets 
in the whole country went down by 20 percent in 
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such as prominence of supply and demand contrady. 
tions, existence of the double-track price ae. hon. 
separation of government from enterprise fone in 
certain operational units, imperfect: development of 
markets, weak and — and management! 
work, and w on Nat , between the means of 
production markets and the country fai trade markets. 
the commodities going to market are different, the 
participating objects are different. the transaction forms 
are di \, the functions displayed are also different. 
their conditions are more comples, while they also differ 
in the degree of difficulty in their management and 
control work Nevertheless, these two markets have 


Since the reform and opening up. the scope of planned 
control has shrunk continuously, while the scope of 
market regulation has rapidly expanded Facing thi new 
situation, further use of the former type of management 
method is obviously not suitable Concurrently with 
the socialist market 


|. Das Kapital, Volume 3. People’s Publishing House 
1975 edition, p. $27 


Management of 45 Grade-1 State 
Enterprises and Drawn From Them 


HK3107023090 Beying QIUSHI (SEEKING TRUTH] 
in Chinese No 13, 1 Jul 90 pp 26-29 


[Article by Zhang Yarning (1728 1750 1337) 


[Text] In January of this year, the State Council's Com. 
mission for the Management and Guidance of Enter. 
prises assessed and named 45 grade-| enterprises This is 
the highest honor in China awarded to enterprises. 
indicating the present level of standards in China 
achieved by its top-notch industmal and commercial 
enterprises. It can be sand that they are the pacesetters of 
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direct and effective way for putting an end to the backward 
siivation, and for improving the economic results of enter: 
prises 


Al present, we have made initial success in the work of 
rectifying and consolidating the national economy How. 
eve;, Many new problems have developed Cienerally, the 
enterprises are facing a sluggish market overstocked prod- 
ucts, shortage of capital and won This is also a severe test 
on the adaptability of enterprises We must correctly 
undertiand the situation. have confidence in the work, 
earnestly sirengihen enterprive management. fully tap 
internal potential, and enhance economin results by 
improving Management| Hased on the caperiences of these 
45 grade-| state enterprives we must strengthen our enter- 
prise Management work in seven aspects First, the enter. 
prises should capand the decissonmaking power with 
respect to business operation, and should do well in 
working out their business strategy They should focus on 
speeding up their technological advancement, readjust the 
composition of products. and actively develop the inter. 
national and domestic markets Second, they should 
promptly carry out this special type of management They 
should focus on full-scale quality control so as to improve 
product quality. on strengthening their material manage- 
ment in order to save energy and to strengthen control over 
goods and materials, and on strengthening funds manage- 
ment so as to speed up the circulation of funds Third, they 
should strengthen the on-the-spot management This is the 
focal point of this year's work of strengthening enterprise 


gradual approach and stress practical results Fifth, they 
should intensively carry oui the campaign of making 
suggestions on rationalization take this as an important 
task for strengthening their management. and stnve for 
remarkable achievements Sixth. they should further do 
well in the work of upgrading themselves We should 
sincerely implement the work of management, continu- 
ously perfect the criteria for upgrading themselves, work 
out strict rules for assessment and examination, and ensure 
the quality of upgraded enterprises Seventh. they should 
wal on ideological and education work They should 

and perfect the responsibility system for factory 
managers, give full play to the leadership of local party 
organizations in terms of politics and :deology. do well in 
the work of “two consultations. one reform, and three 


Enterprise management 1s a complicated system project. 
marked by a scientific and rational combination of factors 
of production, as well as properly settled production 
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relations, lt is subject to the influence of the macroeco- 
nomic environment and the coherent conditions of 
enterprises, It is both a They peut and a comprehensive type 


of management. They must therefore coordinate and 
arrange them in nn apt " manne. wh Te must not 
we any one oF well 


~o TT yy Soe 4 - 4- integrat) 
2 reforms with enterprise —~ = al. 
their technological dvancement. Enterprise reforms an 
the mechanism for perfecting the v LS a of enter- 
prises, and for changing B ens Smhene ; - J contents of 
enterprise Managemen t requires better manage- 
—y skills, the results of reform will eventually become 


rt of the new management skills. An me ve devel- 
opment of reforms isan inseparable par of the work of 
strengthens t. It also mobi- 


lizes the init a ott aed and gives full play to 

their wisdom and ee. They must overcome the 
phenomenon of “substituting management with con- 
tracts.’ They must pay attent » to Veelous various relations in 
an enterprise, so that various tasks will be carned out in 
a smooth manner 


It was put forward at the Fifth Plenary Session of the | Mh 
CPC Central Committee that “in the economic work we 
must give top pronty to the work of constantly improving 
the economic results.” We should “devote much effort to 
improving the business management of enterprises. tap- 
ping their internal potential, improving their scientific and 
technological level, and developing in the direction of 
producing more and high-quality products, as well as 
better economic results, with fewer inputs.’ Therefore. the 
work of improving and strengthening enterprise manage- 
ment and improving the quality of enterprises in all 
aspects 1s not only an urgent and important task for the 
penod of rectification and consolidation, but 1s also nec- 
essary for putting an end to China's poor-quality products. 
high rate of matenal consumption, and poor economic 
results In addition, it 1s necessary for survival and devel. 
opment in market competition, for ensuring smooth 
progress in our economic structural reform, and for safe- 
guarding a continuous, stable. and coordinated develop 
ment of the national economy The expenences of these 45 
grade-| state enterprises in strengthening their manage. 
ment. upgrading themselves, and improving their enter. 
prise quality have fully proved that under the conditions of 
socialist public ownership, it 1s certain that we can run 
socialism in a better way, provided that we uphold reform 
and opening up, earnestly internal manage. 
ment. mobilize the imitiative workers, and tap the 
internal potential of enterprises 


The Essence of Western ‘Lenin Studies’ Is the 
Negation of Leninism 

HKO0S508010090 Beying 
in Chinese No 13, 1 Jul 


USHI (SEEKING TRUTH) 
pp 30-36, 45 


[Article by Ye Weiping (0673 5898 1627) of the Inter- 
national Politics Department of the People’s University 
of China} 


[Text] Western “Lenin studies” is a field of study in 
Western social scrences which has been gradually formed 
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since World War Il, Its essence is the negation of 
Leninism and the historical position of Lenin However, 
because this has appeared in the guise of academic 
research, it has not been obvious as a blatant attack 
Also, because it has quite a number of factions and is 
spread over quite a wide region, people's understanding 
of its essence has been hazy. This article intends to 
dissect it to show its class nature, main ingredients, and 
the aim of its research 


Western scholars refer to their research on Lenin and 
Leniniem as Western “Lenin studies This is intended to 
differentiate it from and show its antagonism to the research 
on Lenin and Leninism carried out ion socialist countries. 
The person who first formally proposed the establishment of 
“Lenin studies” was the famous neo Thomist Joseph M 
Pao-heng-si-)) [7637 0077 2448 1015]. In 1962, in his article 
“Soviet Studies: Politics and Modern History,” he wrote, 
“The history of communism can be divided into three 
penods the Marxist penod, the Leninist period. and the 
Soviet period For studying these three periods, there should 
be three corresponding different but related sciences: Marx 
studies, Lenin studies and Soviet studies.” This person was 
orginally Polish and was a well-known anticommunist: He 
wrote reports and participated in discussions everywhere. 
and gave lectures on television wildly attacking Marxism 
and particularly Leninism. and strongly advocated the use 
of “Lenin studies” to restrict the spread of Leninism Thus. 
mayor Western funds and even governments have been very 
generous with their money and given great financial assis- 
tance to Western “Lenin studies.” 


Although the term Western “Lenin studies” was formally put 
forward only in the 1960's. its ideological origins go back 
much further Not only sere there the ideas of the Second 
International opportunists like Kautsky. Bauer, and the 
Russian Mensheviks. there werc also the ideas of the 
ultraleftist factions tke those of Pannekoek. Korsch. and 
Trotsky. the views of people who had been expelled from the 
party and left the communist movement and of the anticom- 
munist cxiles from the Soviet Umion and Eastern Europe 
There have also been the attacks from the White Russians 
who fied abroad after the October Revolution and research 
by many Western bourgeors and petit bourgeors writers. On 
the basis of ther attitudes toward Lenin and Leninism, we 
can divide these into a dominant faction. which adopted an 
attitude of essential negation. and nondominant factions. 
which have an attitude of partial negation 


In the dominant faction. there are the out-and-out bour- 
geors scholars In times past. when they found that their 
efforts to overturn the Soviet regime through military 
means had come to nothing. the fugitive Russian White 
Cruards switched to engaging in ideological struggle with 
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Leniniam. Afier the beginning of the 1950's, foliowing 
implementation of the strategy of “peaceful evolution” 
in socialist states by the Western iinperialist states, a 
large number of s scholars supplemented the 
dominant faction contingent. The high tide of national 
liberation movements in Asia, Africa, and Latin 
America in the 1960's as well as the large-scale student 
movements and workers movements in advanced capi 
talist Countries, also encouraged some people to switch to 
opposition to Leniniam. Another part of the dominant 
faction was people who had sought refuge with the 
bourgeoisie afler leaving the communist movement 
Bertram D. Wolle can be said to be the epitome of such 
. He was one of the founders of the Communist 
y of America in 1919. In 1929. he participated in a 
list group and was expelled from the party. Later he 
ned a Trotskyite group. In 1939 he declared that he 
wes officially breaking with communism In 1948 he 
published the book Three Who Made a Revolution, 
which has been lauded as ‘a famous book which firs 
tore down the mask of the myth created by the Soviet 
Union and revealed the true features of Lenin, Trotsky, 
and Stalin.’' His distorted research attracted the atten- 
tion and put him in the good graces of the U.S. rightist 
think tank, the Hoover Institute of Stanford University, 
and he was appointed as a high-level researcher at this 
institute. After this, he began writing the sequel to Three 
Who Made a Revolution, but he died in 1977 before 
completing it, In 1984, his draft was put in order and 
published by the Hoover Institute. The verdict on 
Wolfe's research was that “If there had been no Lenin, 
there would be less gloom *od danger in today's world. 
This is because he was the architect of the world's first 
totalitarian state.’ From this, it is not difficult to see the 
class nature of this dominant school of “Lenin studies” 
represented by Wolfe, and it is not difficult to see the 
role it played in the activities of the international bour- 
georsie to denigrate Lenin and Leninism 


The nondominant factions in Western ° ‘Lenin studies” 


have sympathy for Trotsky’s ideas or have Trotskyite 
inclinations. They try to mix up Lenin's theory of 


rotsky’s “theory of permanent revolution.” Or 
they hold that during World War | Lenin began to 
abandon his own ideas and drew closer to Trotsky's 
ideas. Or they say that the reason that. after the revolu- 
tion of February 1917, pn apy gd dn 
was that Lenin, in his “April Theses, 
“accepted” Trotsky's “theory of permanent revolution.” 
The second group are those who follow branches of 
Western “Luxemburg studies.” They seize upon ‘‘e 
debates which Luxemburg had with Lenin on question. 
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of organizational principles of the party and revolu- 
onary strategy and they claim that some incorrect views 
which she abandoned after the tesis of revolutionary 
practice were her mature and consistent views. Thus, 
they try their best to create an antithesis between her and 
Lenin and ly use her illustrious name to criticize 
Lenin and Leniniem, The third group is the “Lenin 
studies” school of “Western Marxism.” “Western Mars. 
iam’ is not the same as Western “Marx studies” and is 
not the same as Western “Lenin studies,” But it does 
include parts of both these schools. Dual tasks are the 
major characteristic of these people. Their aim in 
studying Marxism is to criticize Leninism, while the 
result of studying Leninism is to create a so-called 
antithesis between it and Marxism. On the pretext that 
Lenin did not read Marx's early manuscripts, they assert 
that Lenin's Marxism came “only” from the four vol- 
umes of Mehring’s Marx, Engels and Lassalle and from 
Anti-Duhring, and \hey demand that Marx's early world 
be used to examine and criticize Leninism anew. Thus. 
Western publishers have repeatedly reprinted Karl Kor- 
sch's Marxism and Philosophy, published in 1930, and 
Anton Pannekoek's Lenin as Philosopher, published in 
1938, so as to create a philosophical antagonism between 
Leninism and Marxism. Although, over the last few 
decades, the ideas of some of the people in these factions 
have seen some change, and their distortion of Lenin's 
philosophical ideas has gone from one extreme to the 
other, they have never their censure of Lenin. 
ism. Of course, because of differences in their class 
nature, if we compare the research of the nondominant 
factions with that of the dominant faction, we can say 
that the nondominant factions in Western “Lenin stud- 
ies” have, apart from making some correct appraisals of 
various issues concerning in and Leninism, also 
raised doubts and criticisms about some fallacious the. 
ors put forward by the dominant faction. However. 
seen overall and in terms of its nature, the research of the 
nondominant factions is still an erroneous | 
trend. At the same time as we differentiate them 

the dominant faction, we cannot remain indifferent to 
their various erroneous viewpoints. 


Leninism is a product of combining the universal truths 
of Marxism with the characteristics of the age of impe- 
rialism and the specific practice of the Russian revolu- 
tion. It 1s the inheritance and development of Marxism 
In order to negate Leninism, Western “Lenin studies” 
pt ey by 4 yy 

theories, and the state 


| concepts, party building 
cheory of the distanrthip of the oretetartet 


First, they use the method of manufacturing an antith- 
esis between Lenin and Marx and distort Lenin's philo- 
sophical ideas, claiming them to be a mechanical theory 
of reflection They 
re” 


that the idea of “man 
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something apart from man, but considered that dialec- 
tics existed only in social history end that the basic 
characteristics of this were the mutual roles of subject 
and object. Thus, they hold, he recognized no such thing 
as the dialectics of nature. However, Engels saw the 
material world as “a natural world which exists in itself” 
independent of man and held that it has its own forms 
and patterns of movement, and thus he put forward the 
idea of the dialectics of nature, They say that in Materi- 
alism and Empiriocriticism, Lenin drew on a large 
volume of Engels words, showing that ey 
was the “mechanical materialism” of Engels’ 
which were diametrically opposed to the ideas 


Ff 


z 
3 
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This is a deliberate distortion, It need not 
Marx studied the natural world from the 
changing nature,” not from the angle of 
anthropology. However, we cannot thus 
conclusion that he saw the natural world only 
product of man's activities. Quite the con 
Economic and Philosophic Manuscripts of 184 
expounded on the relationship and unity between man 
and the natural world on the precondition that man is a 
naturally existing thing which cannot exist divorced 
from the natural world. At the same time, although the 
question of whether the material or the ideological was 
primary had been basically reso ved, the basic contents 
of Feuerbach's materialism were still reiterated. It was 
under this precondition that the idea of “man changing 
nature” did not prevent Marx from establishing the 
theoretical system of dialectical materialism. ; 
‘ \deas are certainly not opposed, but are 
same way, at the same time as Lenin was 


< 
i 
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ment. It was on this basis that he deeply explained the 
dialectical nature of cognitive activities and analyzed the 
dialectical relationship between the relative and the 
absolute in the cognitive process. He also stressed the 
major shortcoming of Plekhanov's rejection of the 
Machists and empiriocriticism in that it stopped at 
general philosophical principles and did not make new 
summations of the new discoveries in the natural sci- 
ences which they had used and distorted. Lenin com- 
bined the newest achievements in the natural sciences 
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and, from different angles, proved the basic precondi- 
tions of dialectical materialist epi . He differ. 
entiated the material categories, which i ted objec c- 
sy ae, from specific material forms and revealed 
ty of these in terms of internal structure and 
= pet nnd nature of them in terms of movement. 


Western “Lenin studies” scholars, in order to prove that 
Materialism and Empiriocriticism makes the mistake of 
mechanical materialism, also point out that later, in 


perceptual knowledge, and that the natural world is an 
objectively existing thing independent of man's will. 
, Philosophical Notebooks certainly does not 
abandon the idea that there is dialectics in the natural 
It repeatedly stresses that cognition is man's 
reflection of the natural world and that it conditionally 
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half a century later, none 
Marx.” The critics hold that this can be seen as a 
footnote to their ideas. Actually, these words mean that 


the criticism of neo-Kantism and Machism by Plekh- 
anov and other people, despite its shallowness, there 1s 
absolutely no basis for saying that Lenin denied and 
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abandoned the stand he held in Materialism and Empi 
riocriticiam or Unat the latter book contained some sort of 
self-criticism 


Second, Western “Lenin studies” scholars distort 
Lenin's ideas on party building and hold that he sub- 
scribed to the theory of “replacement.” They say that 
Lenin's idea that, with respect to the proletarian political 
party, the theories of the proletarian political party 
should be brought from outside and inculcated into the 
working class, involved the replacement of the historical 
mission of the working class by intellectuals or the party. 
They also say that Lenin's adherence to the organiza- 
tional principle of “a centralized system" for the polit- 
ical party of the proletariat meant that the party's central 
committee would replace the party members and that 
Lenin would replace the party central committee. These 
claims are untenable. As for “the theory of inculcation,” 
it was put forward that the establishment of a theoretical 
system of scientific socialism requires sufficient time, 
dependable economic guarantees, and a full under- 
standing of philosophy, politics, economics, and other 
disciplines. Thus, only the advanced elemen's of the 
working class vanguard with quite high educational and 
political qualities were able to create such a system on 
ihe basis of summing up the experiences and lessons of 
the workers movement, and then afterwards inculcating 
the ideas into the working class movement. Opposing 
inculcation 1s, in fact, opposing arming the workers with 
Marxism. The claim that inculcation involves the party 
taking over the historical mission of the proletariat 
ignores the fact that in modern society every class must 
be under the leadership of its own political party if it is 
to gain the ruling position. The liberation of the bour- 
geoisie was like this and the liberation of the proletariat 
which has long suffered exploitation and oppression is 
even more like this. Thus, the aim of the argument put 
forward by the Western “Lenin studies” scholars is the 
safeguarding of bourgeois rule. The “centralized system" 
spoken of by Lenin at the second congress of the Russian 
Social Democratic Labor Party and in the book One Step 
Forward, Two Steps Back was describing the organiza- 
tional system of the party. It was spoken of in the context 
of that time when Russia had absolutely no political 
freedom and the workers movement was in a state of 
great disunity. It was not an exposition on the entirety of 
Lenin's party-building ideas. In 1905, after the tsarist 
government had been forced by the revolutionary tide to 
allow the people a certain of political freedom, 
Lenin published his article “On the Reorganization of 
the Party,” requiring that under the new historical con- 
ditions a system of elections be instituted throughout the 
party. In December of the same year, at the first congress 
of the Bolsheviks, Lenin presided over the passage of the 
“reorganization of the party” resolution. This resolution 
was the first in the history of the development of 
Marxism to clearly utilize the concept of “democratic 
centralism.” The following year this concept was offi- 
cially written into the party constitution. It can be seen 
that the Western “Lenin studies” have just grabbed hold 
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of one aspect and ignored the others, showing that they 
lack even an elementary scientific attitude in studying 
issues. 


Further, the Western “Lenin studies” scholars seize 
upon the fact that, in five places in Lenin's works, he 
uses the term “one-party dictatorship,” and attack the 
communist party's leadership of the dictatorship of the 
proletariat as “rule by the party.” Indeed Lenin did use 
the term on five occasions, bul it was in respons: to 
attacks on Soviet Russia by the Second International 
opportunists, and was intended to indicate that only the 
communist party could lead the proletanan autocracy 
Lenin did not use the term in the sense of a regime 
relying on force, but rather in the figurative sense of 
dictatorship. Thus, when he stipulated the role of the 
communist party in the system of the dictatorship of the 
proletariat, it simply meant that the party would exercise 
leadership over the alliance of workers and peasants |! 
was for this reason that he did not include the term 
“one-party dictatorship” in the resolution on the role of 
the party by the second of the Communist 
Internstional, It can be seen that “rule by the party” is a 
comple.e distortion. 


The claims by the Western “Lenin studies” scholars on 
“rule by the party” completely ignore the historical fact 
that the Bolshevik party advocated that the bourgeoisie 
political parties, which i @ Minority position. 
under the precondition d cliemastien Gs basic inter- 
ests of the proletanat and the poor peasants, be allowed 
to participate in the joint government and share politica! 
power. Furthermore, they completely ignore the histor- 
ical fact that after the October Revolution the petit 
bourgeois political parties were exceedingly wavering It 
is not hard to envisage that in we dangerous first few 
years after the October Revolution, with the imperialist 
forces organizing armed intervention by |4 countries 
and mobilizing the White Guards and rich peasants to 
engage in revolt throughout the country, and under the 
conditions whereby the petit bourgeois political parties 
were trying to change the jurisdiction of the political 
regime through armed rebellion and other measures, if 
the Bolsheviks did not resolutely establish a one-party 
government and did not resolutely take on the respons:- 
bility of leading the country by themselves, and instead 
had kindheartedly implemented a multiparty system. 1 
would have been suicide for the party. 


The main harm of these distortions is that they mix up 
the relationship between the nature and the forms of 
proletarian states. In terms of the nature of a state, Lenin 
always held that only the proletariat and its vanguard 
could guide mankind toward socialist and communist 
society. However, in terms of the forms of a state, Lenin 
always held that these were not fixed and that the 
different sociohistoncal conditions of various countries 
would inevitably produce very diverse political forms 
which would be gradually developed and perfected 





JPRS-CAR-90-061 
13 August 1990 


Western “Lenin studies” scholars not only distort 
Lenin's ideas, but also negate his outstanding life. They 
say that, before the October Revolution, Lenin engaged 
in splitting the party 80 as to seize supreme power in the 
party and that, after the October Revolution, through 
political trickery, he consolidated and expanded his own 
power, This is malicious slander, which is unconcerned 
with the facts. 


The main bases of these claims are that Lenin estab- 
lished the editorial department of ISKRA [THE 
SPARK] in Munich, where he was staying in Germany, 
rather than in in Geneva, Switzerland, where the Society 
for the Liberation of Workers was located, and he was 
thereby trying to seize power from Plekhanov, they see 
the debate over the party constitution at the second 
congress of the Russian Social Democratic Labor Party 
as a tussle for power and benefits between Lenin and 
Martov, Lenin's struggle against the Mensheviks 1s also 
seen as a splittist action and one which the 
party's authority, claim the sixth con of 
representatives of the Russian Social Democratic Labor 
Party was a coup d'etat meeting called by Lenin to seize 
complete power within the party, and they claim that 
Lenin's “splittist actions” harmed the antiwar activities 
of the Russian proletariat during World War |. All these 
claims are distortions of the principled struggle engaged 
in by Lenin. 


In August 1900, when discussing the establishment of 
ISKRA, the main reason Lenin proposed establishing the 
editorial department in Munich was that he considered 
that the Society for the Liberation of Workers had long 
been divorced from the workers movement and revolu- 
tionary struggle within the country. If the members of 
that organization had been allowed to directly lead 
ISKRA, not only would it have been impossible to 


going on within , but it would have resulted 
in a lack of fighting spirit end being unable to play a role 
in guiding struggle within the country. Plekhanov did not 


listen to Lenin's ideas and felt that Lenin was hatching a 
sinister plot. Besides, their relationship had almost 
reached a stage where personal contact had been cut off. 
At that time, although Lenin did write an article on this 
debate—“Why the ‘Spark’ Has Been Almost Extin- 
guished"—he never published it during his lifetime, 
which showed his respect for Plekhanov. After Plekh- 
anov understood Lenin's real motives, he agreed that the 
journal should be published in Germany. 


When the second congress of the Russian Social Demo- 
cratic Labor Party was discussing the first article of the 
party constitution, Lenin proposed the wording. 
“Anyone who affirms the party program. 

helps the party, and joins one of the party organizations 
can become a party member.” Martov opposed this and 
demanded that it be changed to: “Anyone who affirms 
the party program and, under the supervision and lead- 
ership of the party organs, does positive work to realize 
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the party's tasks, can become a member of the party.” lt 
is Clear that Martov did not agree that party members 
should have to join @ party organization or that they 
should live within the party organization or be subject to 
the party's discipline or supervision. Such a party would 
have been a complex club with no fixed organizational 
form and, in fact, his proposal mixed up the distinction 
between party and nonparty and between party and 
class. Such a party certainly could not have become an 
advanced force and organized force of the proletariat. 
Thus, of course, it would have had no chance of over- 
throwing the tsarist system or completing the arduous 
of socialist revolution. This was in fact a dispute 
nciple over the nature of the party which was to be 
established. Where was the grasping for power and 
benefit’ 


As for the split between Lenin and the Mensheviks, this 
was also a struggle of principle attecting the overall 
situation. From the summer of 1904 onward, the situa- 
= 4 revolution in Russia became increasingly ripe. In 

tee the unified actions of the party, Lenin 
peor y > tes 0 Gael in Geneva and, in 
accordance with .he stipulations of the party's constitu- 
tion, proposed that the various levels of party organiza- 
tion, through a third party congress, unify the party line 
and formulate the tasks of struggle From September to 
December, the party organizations in the southern 
regions of Russia, in the Caucasus, and in the areas in the 
north separately convened meetings of representatives 
and established the majority-faction committee standing 
bureau. On 2! January | 905, the standing bureau issued 
a notice calling the third congress of the party. At that 
time, the Mensheviks, who were trying to wrest power 
and did not have complete control over the party orga- 
nizations within the country, used many methods to 
obstruct the holding of the third congress. In that situa- 
tion, Lenin wrote a letter to the secretary of the standing 
bureau, saying, “Absolutely do not trust the Mensheviks 
or their central committee,” because “while we were so 
involved in the revolution here, we jointly called a mass 
meeting with the Mensheviks. However, on that occa- 
sion they shamefully cheated us. We urge all people who 
are unwilling to be cheated to split with them, uncond:- 
tionally split with them.”’ The Bolsheviks splitting with 
the Mensheviks saved the party and advanced the revo- 
lution. What was wrong with that? 


The Western “Lenin studies” scholars distort the sixth 
representatives conference of the Russian Social Demo- 
cratic Labor Party by representing i as a coup d'etat. 
This is even more nonsensical. Although, at that time, 
the splits in the organization abroad had resulted in 
many factions, nearly all the party organizations within 
the country were Bolsheviks, and they sent representa- 
tives to participate in the meeting. Thus. the legitimacy 
of this meeting cannot easily be called into doubt. This 1s 
a point which even the Western “Lenin studies” scholars 
must - “Apart from the ‘liquidationist’ faction (of 
the journal VOZROZHDENIE). all factions of the Social 
Democratic Labor Party received invitations to the 
representatives conference “* 
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At the same time, this conference was one that safe- 
pe’ Se y's principles and unity, It excluded the 

iks the party, formally making the Bolshe- 
viks an independent Marxist political party and ending 
its union with the Mensheviks. In this way, the various 
Sqpmeatngs ouch eee Setinn pase Gee Go ey 
m of opportunism and, in the subsequent impe- 


rialist war, the party become the only major party 
in the International to maintain an internation- 
alist stand. 


In the same way, on the eve of World War I, Lenin 
opposed the demand by the executive bureau of the 
Second Internationa) that the Bolsheviks and Menshe- 
viks “unite.” It certainly was not the case that he ignored 
the crisis of war in his quest for power and interests. At 
that time, the line of between the Bolsheviks and 
the Mensheviks had a stage where the differ- 
ences between them could not be resolved, and an 
eget gf ht, Se 
that the » oey of the 


suffering the fate brought by the Menshevik's legitimate 
tactics. Lenin's tactic was that legitimate st and 
secret should be combined. Under 

situation, this guaranteed that the Russian proletarian 
antiwar movement was not destroyed by the tsar's 
police. Meanwhile, the Menshevik “liquidationist” fac- 


Bolsheviks had been crushed at the beginning, today 
of only as a Marxist author. His 
ue to students in the history 
department, but otherwise would collect dust in the 


money studying Lenin. A primary reason is that Lenin 


utopian communists in the 1830's and 1840's, there were 
a large number of people with lofty thoughts who strug- 
gied till the end of their life to realize high ideals. 
However, they all finally failed in their quests. Marx and 
Engels summed up the experiences and lessons of those 
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in the past and created the materialist view of history 
and the theory of surplus value, They thus changed 
socialism from a utopia to a science but were unable to 
change scientific socialism from 4 theory into a reality. 
Lenin carried on their great undertaking, revealed the 
objective patterns of class struggle in the age of imperi- 
alism and of the proletarian revolution, created a new 
type of proletarian political party, victoriously led the 
October Revolution, and in Russia, for the first time, 
shattered the lines of capitalism. The roar of the guns in 
the October Revolution t Marxism-Leninism to 
the East, igniting the prairie fire of national liberation 
movements. After World War Il, the of socialism 
fluttered in the sky above many ist countries, 
comprising one-third of the world’s population and 
one-quarter of the world's land. Thus, Western “Lenin 
studies” scholars alarmingly noted that, “From ancient 
times until today, there has never been a person who has 
so formidably Russia and the world as Lenin 
did.” “Using his fanatical will like a lever, he tried to 
prise the whole world onto the tracks ; 
Such was the power of his prisi 

in today is still shaking!" 
position of Lenin in world history 
together with his activities during his life. Thus, they 
that Ad want to negate Lenin they first must rewrite 
his li 


Next, the milestone significance of Leninism in the 
history of Marxism has meant that Western scholars 
have had to study it as a specialized discipline and, on 
this basis have vainly tried to destroy his influence. In 
the process by which Lenin led the Russian revolution 
and guided world revolution, not only did he firmly beat 
back the attacks and distortion of Marxism by the 
revisionists and the opportunists, but he 

and resolutely shouldered the historical task of devel- 
oping Marxism in the new age. Mao Zedong incisively 
summed up Lenin's major developments of Marxism as 
follows: ‘*1) He developed Marxism in terms of world 
view, that is, in terms of materialism and dialectics. 2) 
He developed Marxism in the areas of revolutionary 
theory and revolutionary tactics and especially in the 
areas of class struggle, dictatorship of the proletariat, and 
the political party of the proletariat. Lenin also had a 
theory of social construction. Beginning with the 
October Revolution in 1917, there was construction 


tne ine ay Lenina wat indeed 10 the mao 
influence of Marxism, it also in turn had a great 
ence in enlightening the people of the time and those 
who came later, and in fostering a large number of 
communists. It thereby made Marxism-Leninism a 


abilities. Even after he died, his abilities continued to 
emanate from his grave."* Besancon was even more 
pessimistic. His work ends with the following : 
Lenin's corpse cannot, like Stalin's, be reburied. If it 
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could, Many, Many men, women, and children would 
still go inte the tomb to revere nim, “Where do we begin 


are drawn to Lenin studies According to 
UNESCO statistics in the 1970's, ee author with the 
greatest volume of works published and translated 
during that time was Lenin. As of 197°, Lenin's works 
had been published over 3,000 times in various socialist 
countries, while in developed capiialis! countries his 
works had been translated or ished on 3,400 occa- 
sions as of 1970. A point thal attracts particular atien- 
tion is that the trend of translation and publication in 


peaceful evolution” in socialist countnes, the counter- 
current of distortion and negation of Lenin and 
Leniniem has already exceeded the limits of the Western 
scholarship circles and has become a worldwide phe- 


nomenor The origins of this lie in Western “Lenin 
studies” Thus, clearly understanding the essence of 
Western “Lenin studies” has mayor theoretical and prac 
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[Article by Jiang Xia (3068 7209), dated 28 May 1990] 


[Text] Random Notes on the City of Sand by Comrace 
Chen Shunyao [7115 5293 3852) (Gansu People's Pub- 
lishing House, May 1990, first edition) is a report on 
investigation and studies conducted by the author in the 
desert regions of Ninexia a few years back. It is a very 
special book. 


scientific research and experiments aimed at the preven- 
tion and control of sand in order to protect 
construction of the Baotou-Lanzhou Railway, how, after 
WO years of hard work, they finally succeeded in building 
China's first desert-control project—a sand-fixation 
shelterbelt of artificial the rail- 
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On the party's leadership. This collection of random 
notes was written from the perspective of many different 
angles. To nh with, the author gave us the historical 
background of Shapotou He tned to show the leadership 
role of the party and government by outlining the 


objective Third, he stressed that in the scientific work of 
desert control we must rely on the masses, have faith in 
the wisdom and creativity of the masses, unite with the 
masses. and go the masses to sum up experience. 
As the expernence of Shapotou shows, this is possible 
only under the party's leadership and by implementing 
the mass line of the party. Under given conditions (such 
as during the antimghtist campaign), there are also 
instances where party committee secretanes, on the basis 
of their thorough understanding and after careful delib- 
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Xiaoping was in charge of work at the Central Com: 
mittee, when the gang of four was smashed in 1976, at 
the time of the Science Conference in 1978, and when 
the spirit of the Third Plenary Session of the | ith CPC 
Central Committee was implemented in 1979. desert 
to prosper 
© May put it 
this way With correct leadership from the party. scien- 

can prosper, without it, screntific work will be 
doomed The author of these random notes highlighted 
this fact in his writing. He wrote about how the workers 
at Shapotou hoped and prayed that ‘the sky would clear 
the 10 years of raging storms. This truth. 
the feel of scientists as well as the 
prestige and position of the party's leadership in the 
hearts of the vast numbers of intellectuals 


Notes on the City of Sand has another special 
, that of a long time span, as it tells of events that 
over three decades A good point about this is 
ves people a sense of history, enabling them to 
that “screntific eapernmentation will yield fruitful 
unsuccessful attempts. and talents will grad- 
mature through tempering” History. oh 
In the course of 30 years. people came and went 
grew old and were replaced by new hands Tem- 
in severe natural conditions and nurtured in the 
ngorous and scientific style of work. the cadres trained at 
Shapotou (the book carnes accounts of the moving deeds 
of 10 of more of these cadres) have been assigned, like 


i 


af 


historical perspective at all times. that we must never cut 
off the past, or the future for that matter. It tells us that 


boldness. 

what had happened to the people at Shapotou, whi saw 
difficulty as an attraction and were willing to go ahead so 
they could grow. mature. make leaps forward. and 
undergo sudden changes 


in nis conclusion, the author Comrade Chen Shunyao 
wrote passionately in praise of the sand-fixation plants 
“Oh, huabang, ningtiao, youhao. and shaguaizao [3097 
2145 2764), you are simple and unadorned, yet you have 
such depth and are so strong. You take so little, yet you 
give your all. You are unknown to the public. but you are 
happy with your lot. You have no wish to be planted in 
famous gardens and be admired by visitors. bul take 
great pleasure at fighting the sandstorms in this remote 
corner of the country You bravely play the part of the 








greater victories under the leader: 
ship of the party Central Committee. This is how history 
presses ahead 
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[Article by Han Licheng (7281) 4539 2052)) 


[Text] Editor's Note: When we received the draft of this 
article, the author was secretary of the Baoding City CPC 


head of the Propaganda Department [end editor's note} 


In his work, a leader at the grassroots level often meets 
various sorts of contradictions and problems that require 
serious analysis and handling For example. in carrying 
out analysis of the situation, it 1s first necessary to clearly 
ascertain which are the main aspects and which are the 
secondary aspects. In a good situation, it is necessary to 
ascertain which are the undesirable elements and, in a 
bad situation, it 1s necessary to determine which are the 
advantageous clements. Among the masses, it 1s neces- 
sary to know which are the major matters and which are 
the minor matters, what the relationship is between the 

major matters and the minor matters, and how to 
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examining things and handling contradictions, one must 
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know that “one divides into two,” one must always pay 
attention to the (wo aspects of a thing of contradiction 
which form the unily of opposites, one must pay atten: 
tion to the differences between the mayor and nonmajor 
contradictions and between major and nonmajor aspects 
of contradictions, and one must pay attention to the fact 
that the two sides of a contradiction may, under certain 
conditions, change places Practice has that only 
by using “the doctrine thet everything bas two aspects” 
in looking al things and understanuing problems is it 
possible to gain an overall and correct understanding of 
things and contradictions, and is it possible to grasp the 
unity of the opposites in the thing of contradiction and 
from the unity grasp the opposites, so as to resolve the 
contradiction of promote the development of the thing 


The logic of “the doctrine that everything has two 
aspects” 1s not abstruse However, to be able to master 
its essence and especially to be able to use it in guiding 
practice is MO casy matter. In practice, we have been 
unable to persist in using “the doctrine that everything 
me ee ES 
things in an overall way, and this has produced 

in decisionmaking Examples of this are quite common 
In 1984. in many places throughout the country, the 
sprouts of economic “overheating” appeared Some of 
our comrades here did not use “the doctrine that every. 
thing has two aspects” to soberly analyze the situation, 
but drifted with the current. thinking that 
industry requires little investment and produces 
results Thus there was great development of commercial 
areas 1 he result was that some projects were continually 
delayed Other projects were completed, but business 
was poor and it was difficull to sustain them Now, when 
we examine the reasons, we can see that at that time we 
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ment and changes in things, not seeing 
relationships within things. and not seeing 
things. This is a typical metaphysical way of | 
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Our party has always advocated materialism and 
opposed idealism. advocated dialectics and opposed 
metaphysics However. in practical work, why 1s 11 that 
metaphysics manifests itself so obstinately’? This is 
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viewpoint that the relationships between 
things. respec) to some Major questions 
of nght and wrong Otherwise, not only will deviations 
occur in terms of understanding, but mistakes will occur 
on the practical level and this will bring losses to under. 
cakings of the party and the people In the last few years 
of work, Baoding City has not seen any major problems 
arising and some achievements have been realized A 
major reason for this is that the city has. in under 
standing problems and hendling problems. quite con 
sciously adhered to the viewpoint which recognizes the 
relatic yships between things 


and movement of things is not in a straight upward line 
People’s knowledge. likewise, 1s being continuously 
added to, deepened, and improved as it moves close: to 
truth Because of the limitations of subjective under- 


ss 


seck the patterns of the development of things. 
vely create conditions to prevent the occur- 
“trend-type” problems. In the last few years. we 

ing attention to this question and it is 
that quite marked results have been 
For example, in 1985. some units stressed that 
and technology are the two wheels” of 
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achieved 
management 
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pn = ley ay afte pa 
spiritual aspect appeared In response to this t . we 
summed up and propagated throughout the city the 
experiences of the Xiangyang Mechanical Engineering 
Works in “grasping the two cultures together.” This 
spurred over 90 percent of enterprises to foster their own 
“enterprise culture.” In the same year, the entire city 
developed the work of simking at economic crime, but 
the problem of false accusations occurred We handled, 
in a timely way, the five cases where false accusat'””. 
had been leveled against factory directors, and. as a 
result, “the reformers did not have to dismount" After 
this, some people, on the pretest of safeguarding the 
reformers, proposed that no anonymous letters be inves 
tigated We thus did a statistical analysis of the actual 
problems reflected through anonymous letters over three 
years and we came to the conclusion that we could not go 
to extremes We decided that we would continue to give 
due attention to problems reflected in anonymous letters 
and those situations which required investigation would 
be yy Some people have said that work in 
Baoding City over the last few years has been “stable” 
and that there have been no “major fluctuations " We 
fee! that this is closely related to the fact that we have 
taken “preventing one trend from covering up another 


trend” as a guiding ideology in our work 


3. Creating positive conditions by which to effect allevi- 
ation of contradictions If we say that the first two points 
are about the process of using “the docirine that every- 
thing has two aspects” in understanding things, this 
point is mainly about implementing “the doctrine that 
everything has two aspects” in practice It 1s a process of 
bringing inte play subjective dynamism to transform the 
objective world and develop creative work Let us again 
take the implementation of the principle of “grasping 
things with two hands” as an cxample Through surveys 
and research. we put forward the ideology for guiding 
work of “saying two sentences well and singing an opera 
well.” But how could this be put into practice? The crux 
mm realizing thes principle was to foster and temper a 
cadre contingent that could “grasp things with two 
hands.” In order to effect a change in the quality of the 
cadre contingent, we adopted the following measures 
The first was to ensure that the selected cadres had “two 


talks, so as to use each other's strong points to strengthen 
everyone's weak ports. The third was mutual participa- 
tion. In studying polices and measures for correcting 
party style, we invited the cadres from relevant depart- 
ments to participate When researching measures and 
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stipulations On economic policies, we invited comrades 
from the supervisory and examination departments to 


ween party and government departments. This both 
ty and government dopas and also allowed the 


diheen cotees cadres to make up what the others lacked. The 
eS € Can CuNnEs HERES ® 0 Ott 
improvement in the capacity of our city’s party and 
= At. cadres to “grasp things with both 
and also promoted a firm ideological base for the 
ee implementation of the vanious principles and 
res. 


Doing well in the work of alleviating the various contra- 
dictions 1s our aim in understanding things. At the same 
time, this 1s also dependent on the patterns of develop- 
ment of the ive things themselves. The two aspects 
in the unity of opposites of things include the trend of 
mutual transformation, and there exists a road by which 
we can move from here to there. However, this requires 
certain conditions. Conditions are objective, but we are 
not powerless in the face of conditions. Marxism stresses 
that dialectics must understand every complete thing 
from the angle of transience, and that everything must be 
understood in terms of its own movement. That is, we 
cannot see things as ossified, fixed things. Rather, we 
need to see things as being vital and changeable. When 
we do have beneficial conditions we must understand 
that the beneficial conditions will eventually dissipate 
and we need to study the new situations and create new 
beneficial conditions. When we have disadvantageous 
conditions, we must not be cispinted, but should create 
positive conditions to push the contradictions in a direc- 
tion that will be beneficial to us. All of our tasks are, in 
the end, tasks of resolving contradictions. Only if we 
adhere to this concept will we be able to have full faith in 
the just cause. 


If we say that over the last few years we have achieved 
some successes in our work, it must be said that no 
achievement can be divorced from the guidance of the 

of dialectics. We have come to deeply under- 
stand that dialectics and “the doctrine that everything 
has two aspects” are as important to us as food and 
clothing. We cannot be without them for even a short 
time for, if we become separated from them, we will 
make mistakes. 


A Man Who Has the Future in Mind Can 
Eradicate Immediate Causes of Anxiety 


HK0108113790 Beijing QIUSHI [SEEKING TRUTH] 
in Chinese No 13, 1 Jul 90 pp 44-45 


[Article by Jiang Niantao (1203 1819 3447), from the 
office of QUNZHONG (THE MASSES) in Jiangsu] 


[Text] “If a man does not have the future in mind, he will 
certainly have causes of anxiety at hand.” This saying of 
Confucius, which embodies the idea that foresight and 
the immediate causes of anxiety are relative, has its 
dialectical wisdom. If we change it around a little, 
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shifting the emphasis from one end to the other, we may 
arrive at a negative formulation: A man who has the 
future in mind will be able to eradicate the immediate 
causes of anxiety and sorrow. Facts have proven that this 
negative formulation is just as correct. Today, with 
society developing at a much quicker pace and with 
more twists and turns taking place than ever before, 11 
has become increasingly important to counter the hidden 
penis and immediate causes of anxiety with foresight. 
Thinkers and politicians notwithstanding, after being 
tempered in ever-changing market encounters, many 
entrepreneurs have acquired the wisdom of thinking and 
planning ahead to prevent and eradicate the immediate 
causes of anxiety. 


The No. 3 Rubber Plant in Wuxi City, Jiangsu Province, 
used to specialize in the production of bicycle tires which 
were very much sought after in Shanghai, Jiangsu, and 
other places. Factory director Wu Yuanle [0702 0337 
0519) discovered that its market share was threatened as 
more and more factories within and outsice the province 
began producing bicycle tires of equally good quality. 
Many of his col worried about this turn of events, 
but could not any better option other than a 
recommendation to strengthen their marketing force. 
Through market research, Wu Yuanle saw their future in 
the burgeoning motorcycle industry and began pro- 
ducing motorcycle tires. This proved a welcomed move. 
Sensing that China's auto industry was in for major 
development, he arranged technical forces to develop the 
production of tires for light vehicles. He set aside | 
million yuan from the factory's own pool of funds each 
year to set up a reserve workshop. In the course of time, 
a total of 4 million yuan was invested in this workshop, 
and light-duty tires of various specifications and models 
were produced. The products were definitely suited to 
future market needs, but they had difficulty producing in 
batch size. With limited funds and backward equipment, 
it 18 simply impossible to develop production on a large 
scale. How should this problem of “having an empty 
wallet” be tackled? Wu Yuanle again tried to think 
further ahead: Since large quantities of car tires will be 
needed in the world market, why not make use of foreign 
capital and import advanced technology, and use these 
to produce several hundred thousand sets of car tires 
each year? This way it might be possible to break into the 
international market. He spoke to the mayor, Wang 
Hongmin [3769 1347 3046), about this and was given 
the support he needed. A few months later, Mayor Wang 
Hongmin held a big foreign press conference in Beiying 
on behalf of the government of Wuxi City. During this 
press conference, the mayor announced to the interna- 
tional community that the No. 3 Rubber Plant of Wuxi 
was inviting international tenders for a car tire produc- 
tion line and would welcome business negotiations with 
foreign financiers and entrepreneurs. This message drew 
warm response from abroad. Businessmen from the 
FRG, Switzerland, Yugoslavia, and other countries 
came to China on invitation and discussed plans of 
cooperation with Wu Yuanle and others. Not long there- 
after, foreign capital and advanced technologies and 








JPRS-C AR-90-061 
13 August 1990 


equipment were imported, and a computer-controlled 
production line replaced manual operation in small 
workshops. The factory thus joined the ranks of provin- 
cial-level advanced enterprises, and its light-duty tires 
and other products found their way into the domestic 
and overseas markets. 


I can cite numerous other instances to iMustrate the fact 
that we can eradicate immediate causes of anxiety by 
thinking ahead. Countless facts have revealed to us that 
foresight has three functions in the immediate causes of 
anxiety. 


The first function is to guide direction. This means 
recognizing the immediate reality and making arrange- 
ments for today with the future as the guiding direction. 
If we view today from the standpoint of today, we will 
invariably be overcome with anxiety when we see the 
magnitude of problems and contradictions before us. We 
will be at a loss about what to do or where to start. Which 
course of action should we follow? Which is right and 
which 5 ? We will be standing at the crossroads, 
not knowing which way to go. If we view today from the 
standpoint of tomorrow, we will be able to see the links 
between today and tomorrow, and the way that leads to 
tomorrow. We will be able to see a way out of contradic- 
tions, see Opportunities in times of crises, and see the 
bright side in difficult circumstances. We will be able to 
hack our way through difficulties, dispel the dismal 
clouds, and advance valiantly forward. Su [5685 
2639 0980) put it well in his article “On Chao Cuo (2513 
6934)". “If we know beforehand what is going to happen, 
we will not be caught by surprise and can take our time 
planning our course of action.” To “know beforehand 
what 1s going to happen” 1s to grasp beforehand the laws 
governing the development and changes of things. “Not 
being caught by surprise’ means not being intimidated 
by the difficulties before us, and to “take our time 
planning our course of action” means taking the objec- 
tive laws as guidance to find ways of resolving the 
difficulties. 


The second function is to give appraisals. Today's anxi- 
eties are numerous and complicated and weigh on us like 
mountains. Which of these are real anxieties and which 
are not worth worrying about? It is often difficult to tell 
if we evaluate them using today's objective environment 
as points of reference If we take tomorrow's objective 
environment as points of reference, we will be able to see 
that some of our present anxieties have important imphi- 


by Lin Zexu [2651 0463 1776}: “Call not i 
precipitous. Looking back, they are just heaps of din.” 
After such appraisals. our mental burdens will be greatly 
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reduced as we will be able to feel anxious only when 
there are real causes for anxiety 


The third function is to dispel anxieties. Unless we have 
foresight, we will be able to treat only the symptoms of 
the problems that are real causes of anxiety We may 
have overcome a problem and repaid a debi, but there is 
a still bigger problem and a more hefly debt just round 
the corner Burning with anxiety and deeply worned, we 
cannot hold our heads high Harassed by these imme- 
diate causes of anxiety, we will develop a fixed way of 
thinking. Our brain will lose its function of looking 
ahead into the future and will lose all its ability to picture 
the future. We appear to be trying to dispel wornes and 
solve problems, but in fact we are just trying anything 
when in a desperate situation We are wasting our energy 
to no purpose and acting blindly without any sense of 
direction or aim. In reality, we are just preparing cond)- 
tions for more serious causes of anxiety or anxietics to 
come We will be tin an endless round of imme- 
diate anxieties and will not be able to extricate ourselves. 
We may put it this way There are immediate causes of 
anxiety because we fail to think ahead, and, because 
there are s© many 11. mediate causes of anxiety, we are 
too busy to think ahead. This creates a vicious cycle In 
order to break this vicious cycle, we must observe our 
immediate difficulties in the context of the full course of 
the development of things and try to come up with a new 
idea of dispelling our immediate causes of anxiety 
Rather than tackling a problem when one comes into 
sight, we should consider all problems as a whole and 
tackle them in a unified way according to the order of 
urgency and priority Rather than merely concerning 
ourselves with the contradictions immediately before us. 
we should anticipate the contradictions likely to crop up 
and prevent the immediate contradictions from turning 
into More senous contradictions. Rather than going after 
optimum results for a short period, we should strive for 
optimum results throughout, subjecting the former to the 
latter. Through overall coordination and serialization, 
the resolution of each contradiction will prepare cond:- 
tions and accumulate strength for the resolution of the 
next contradiction and more contradictions to come, 
and will accumulate factors for overall optimization. As 
immediate causes of anxicty continuously turn into 
immediate benefits, anxieties about the future will be 
turned into future achievements. 


Aside from material factors, most immediate anxicties 
are caused by disharmony in interpersonal relations. To 
eradicate these immediate causes of anxiety, it 1s umpor- 
tant that we have the future in mind. We must have high 
aspirations and foresight. We must not be trammeled by 
disputes and wrangles around us<. or troubled by tempo- 
rary honor, disgrace, gain, or los... or tired out by trifling 

ip. We should have the breadth of vision of a man of 

ight, be above the wornes and apprehensions of the 
short-sighted, have the great cause of a thousand years in 
mind, and forget about petty gains and benefits. This 
way we will be able to have many fewer pauses and make 
many fewer detours 
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lt is the greatest aspiration of the Chinese people to 
rejuvenate the Chinese nation and bring it to the level of 
an average developed country by the middle of the next 
century This aspiration has a role to play in ne. 
appraising, and dispelling all existing con ions, 
perplexities, and anxieties. There may be great perils and 
shocks ahead, bul we are not frightened. As long as we 
can keep pressing ahead toward our orientation and goal, 
the perils and shocks will subside. Final victory belongs 
to those who have the greatest foresight. 


Becoming Famous for the Bridge 
1KO0108114990 Beying QIUSHI (SEEKING TRUTH] 
in Chinese No 13, 1 Jul 90 p 4 


[Article by Guan Yusheng (7070 4768 3932)) 


[Text] Shijiazhuang is a new city without too many 
places of historic interest. The Zhaozhou Bridge 90 li to 
the southeast of the city 1s one such rare site. It is a must 
for tourists, foreign and domestic, visiting Shijiazhuang. 


It 1s widely known that the Zhaozhou Bridge was built by 
the Sui dynasty artisan Li Chun (2621 2504), although 
his name and his life story cannot be found in historical 
records. The reason for this lies in the value of the 
bridge It 1s understood tha: this bridge occupies an 
important position in the history of bri . Chinese and 
foreign, as it predates similar bridges in Europe by | 200 
years 


The masses have always set great store by practice and 
have disdained empty talks. They are grateful to those 
who bring benefits to them and utterly detest those 
whose deeds do not match their words or who bring 
calamity to the country and the people. Weixian County 
in Hebe: Province was known as Weizhou Prefecture 
during the Tang dynasty When Di Renjie (3695 0088 
2638] was governor of Weizhou, he ruled with benevo- 
lence When he was transferred away, the people built a 
hall in his memory. His son Di Jinghui [3695 2529 2547] 
later became the chief military of the prefecture. 
Rather than following his father's footstep, he stopped at 
nothing in doing evil. Greatly vexed. the people of 
Weizhou pulled down the memorial hall. While it is 
inappropriate to take it out on the father for wrongs 
committed by the son, this incident enables us to see 
what the people love and hate. When | was a soldier in 
Jixian County, | came to hear about the Temple of 
Solitary Pleasure there. Like the Yueyang Pavilion in 
Jiangnan, this temple was also built during the reign of 
Emperor Xuanzong of the Tang dynasty. It was from 
here that An Lushan [| }*4 4389 1472] staged his insur- 
rection against the Tang emperor. This temple does not 
attract many visitor,, as its name reminds people of the 
saying, “reveling in solitary pleasure rather than sharing 
one’s pleasure with the people.” The big and small halls 
of the temple have thus become the cosy nests of 
swallo. and sparrows, with their excrement covering 


the floors. The Yueyang Pavilion, on the other hand, has 
gained universal fame because of a line written by the 
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Song poet Fan Zhongyan (5400 0112 3238): “Be the first 
to worry and the last to comfort.” Peeple who 
value this spirit come to visit the pavilion ir a contin- 
vous stream. Can we say that this is not a eflection of 


popular sentiment” 


ww de dy FO that | am trying to advocate that 
ay cadres of various localities should build some- 
thing like the Zhaozhou Bridge. No, that is not what | 
have in mind. | am trying to say that, since it is our aim, 
as communists, to serve the people heart and soul, we 
must proceed from the fundamental interests of the 
people and do more concrete things. It is said that 
poliical achievements may be both material and — 
tual, tangible and intangible. Jiao Yulu [3542 $940 4389) 
did not leave behind any special buildings in his memory 
in Lankao, but he had left behind the touching spirit of 
“Tam the son of the people.” The leadership of the 
Liuzhuang Coal Mine also did not leave behind any 
buildings, but he had left behind his exemplary role. Like 
the life-giving spring breeze and rain, the example he set 
in maintaining that “workers are dirty coal but 
80 are cadres” has warmed the hearts of the and 
aroused their tremendous enthusiasm. In order to build 
monuments in people's hear's, the important thing is not 


interests of the masses in trying to make a name for 
himself will not be welcomed by the people 
how tall he manages to make his buildings 


t 


Doing concrete things for the masses is 
cadres. For some time, however, some 
slighted this duty. They are used to sitting h 
masses, drinking tea and chatting away in their 
Even when they did go down to the grassroots level, 

just skimmed over the surface like dragonflies, seei 
things from behind their cur windows and stopping 
taking off when they felt like it. These “cadres who go 
the countryside just for show” bring nothing but trouble 
to the masses. Naturally, the masses stayed a respectable 
distance from these cadres. No wonder some comrades 
from grassroots units have given them this suggestion: “I 
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your inspection here, | will say that 

have done a marvelous job. How : ; 
burning satire this is! There are worse ones who 
their power for personal gains. It 1s understandable 
the masses have made accusations against 
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Undertakings are the result of hard work. 
will have their verdict on how well you do. 
will always remember those who demonstrate 
to-earth style of work and serve them heart 
Those who do not engage in concrete work, who even 
to gain fame by deceiving the public, will definitely 
shunned by the people 
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On ‘Contribution Shortages’ 
NKO108115790 Beijing QIUSHI [SEEKING TRUTH] 
in Chinese No 13, 1 Jul 90 p 47 


[Article by Kang Kai (1660 0418)) 


[Text] Lately, editors of vay A art journals have 
been comp!aining about how di t it is to get hold of 
contributors, that it is becoming more and more difficult 
to run their journals with a of contributions. 
What is this all about? 


The established policy of the central government is to 
eliminate Rem a ll while providing more nourish- 
ment for the mind and to oppose bourgeois liberalization 
while bringing prosperity to literary and art creation. 
This is the pressing demand of the masses as well as the 
bounden duty of literary and art workers. But at present 
we are troubled by the problem of a “contribution 
shortage.” 


| believe that this is the true state of affairs, but then | do 
not think that this is the whole truth. | say | believe it 
because | can well imagine some of our editors meeting 
with a rebuff when they tried to secure contributions by 
following the customary approaches, contact networks, 
targets, and “purchase” standards that prevailed a few 
years ago. They might even have been rebuked. I say | do 
not believe it to be the whole truth precisely for reasons 
relating to the questions of “approaches,” “contact net- 
works,” “targets,” and “standards,” in other words, the 
“insight” of editors who are so used to hiding behind 
“what is customary.” 


In my opinion, a standard must first be fixed in our 
efforts to bring about prosperity or enrichment in a 
particular area. In other words, we must make sure what 
genre we want to enrich and what kind of creation we 
want to make prosperous. Before the “anti-porn” cam- 
paign, the newsstands were “very rich” indeed. There 
were all kinds of publications filled with lust and evil 
desire. Naturally such “richness” only served the pur- 
pose of the illegal publishers. The masses regarded these 
publications as spiritual opium and treated them as rats 
scurrying across the street. Two years ago, the TV series 
River Elegy also created a lot a excitement for some time. 
While totally negating our national culture, the cultural 
“elite” who pushed for spintual liberalization clamored 
for the “blue civilization” and nankered after the pros- 
perity of capitalist culture. Unless these questions of 
fundamental importance are clarified, thcre will not be a 
common language. 


Once the standard has been set, the problem of a 
“contribution shortage” becomes much simpler. “Short- 
age’ here refers to the following situations: |) The 
handful of members of the “cultural elite” who keenly 
supported total Westernization or authors who were 
involved in the publication of books that stirred up base 
passions either are unwilling to write or feel it beneath 
them to write or dare not continue writing in their old 
style or do not know how to write in the new style. 2) 


QIUSHI No 13, 1 July 1990 s 


Some writers have not yet grasped the immense changes 
that have taken place and want to see things more clearly 
and sort out their thoughts. Others have estranged them. 
selves from the masses and from real life to a greater or 
lesser extent. They need to pul in some more hard work 
before they can come up with anything satisfactory. 
Toward the former, we welcome them to thoroughly 
their stand and return to the track of serving the 
and socialism. Even if they refuse to mend their 
ways, it will not do the prosperity of socialist culture any 
harm if they choose to remain silent. Toward the latter, 
we must be patient, show them warm concern, and create 
the necessary conditions so they can draw creative 
inspirations from the st and undertakings of the 
masses. It is believed that after a period of preparation, 
they will be able to produce first-rate masterpieces. 


Aside from these two groups of people, there should at 
least be another two or three categories of people who 
chould enter the field of vision of editors. One category 1s 
made up of comrades who have always maintained the 
onentation of serving the people and socialism and have 
upheld the policy of “letting a hundred flowers bloom 
and a hundred schools of thought contend.” They have 
always been with the masses and have worked assidu- 
ously to keep in step with the time. After the criticism of 
bourgeois liberalization, they further clanfied their on- 
entation and strengthened their confidence Among 
these comrades, the question of “shortage” does not 
arise. The trouble 1s, many of them have been left out in 
the cold, either wittingly or unwittingly, all these years. 
The other category 1s constituted by amateur writers 
from various walks of life They should have been the 
main creative force of socialist culture, the strong reserve 
force of the contingent of professional writers. Due to the 
widespread tendency to look to “the elite” and to mon- 
etary reward in recent years, they have been neglected 
and elbowed out. Some journals have even expressly 
required a handling fee of a few yuan for cach manu- 
script submitted. If this goes on, it will be surprising not 
to have “contribution shortages." 


In short, the problem of a “contribution shoriage” well 
and truly hides the question of the “insight” of editors. 
What is needed here is a concrete analysis of concrete 
problems. There is no need to get panicky over this 
“contribution shortage." 


Notes on Reading Li Yan's Free Cursive Script 


HK0108120190 QIUSHI [SEEKING TRUTH] 
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[Article by Shen Peng (3088 7720)) 


[Text] In the calligraphy exhibitions and competitions 
that took place one after another in recent years most 
exhibits and entries, accounting for more than 60 per- 
cent of the total, were written in the running cursive 
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style. have also drawn the largest audience. How- 
ever, t calligraphy in the running cursive style is 
particularly difficult to come by. This phenomenon gives 
us deep food for thought. 


Most pieces written in the running cursive style give an 
impression of coarseness. They cannot stand close scru- 
uny, just as some poems are criticized as “devoid of any 
content when read closely.” Au important reason for this 
is that most calligraphers have the misconception that 
when we write in the cursive style, we can afford to (and 
indeed should) be careless and sloppy. Since it takes time 
to write the formal script, in which it is difficult to get all 
the strokes right, and it is not easy to make the seal script 
hold together nicely, it seems that the cursive script 
provides the shortcut to success. Thus, everyone takes 
the shortcut and seeks quick results. A direct conse- 
quence of this misconception is that it greatly increases 
the degree of subjective whim in the writing. To begin 
with, there are no standard outward forms. cursive 
script was first created to serve the practical purpose of 
making writing “quicker™ and ‘easier.’ However, jusi 

in the case of other scripts, the cursive script cannot be 
written any way one chooses. A character may be written 
in different ways, such as the elegant cursive style, the 
contemporary cursive style, or even the cursive-seal style 
and bamboo script, but it must have its basic form. If we 
try to exert our “creativity” by departing from the 
consensus developed in the course of time, the end 
product will be illegible The question of simplified 
characters also must be taken into consideration in 
calligraphy. It is, of course, all mght to use simplified 
characters throughout in a piece of calligraphy written in 
the forma! style. However, some calligraphers thought 
that because some simplified characters were taken 
directly from the cursive script, all that was required in 
writing some**ing in the cursive style was to write all 
full-form characters in their simplified forms. This was 
another case of subjective whim. The reason they 
thought this way was that they had not studied the 
special laws governing the structure of the cursive script. 


From an artistic angle, the tendency to write the cursive 
script in a hurnmed and careless way may be seen as a 
tendency to slight the special aesthetic effects developed 
over the years in the calligraphic art of the cursive script 
Different styles of calligraphy have their general char- 


because our foundation 1s poor However, if we ignore 
the basic factors of the formal script (or even the seal 
script for that matter) and aspire to achieve mastery of 
the cursive script, claiming that “we are just after like- 
Ness iM Spirit, Not im appearance,” the calligraphy may 
appear provocative, but it will certainly be lacking in 
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enduring beauty Without an enduring beauty, provoca- 
tiveness is mere oa This was what Tang 
Emperor Li Shimin (2621 0013 3046) meant when he 
said: “Each line is like a crawling spring earthworm and 
each character is ike a coiled autumn snake.” This 
drawback siems from a misunderstanding of the aes- 
thetics of the cursive script. It also reflects a general 
mood of ostentatiousness and impetuosity in the callig- 


raphy circles. 


The newly published Li Yan's Free Cursive Script con- 
tains 60 examples of the cursive style of middle-aged 
calligrapher Li Yan [2621 7159]. The free cursive script 
is also called the large cursive script which conveys a 
sense of rapid movement, rhythm, and provocativeness. 
This kind of style requires a profound inner quality to 
achieve undisputable mastery With inner inspiration, L: 
Yan has mastered the exceptional essence of the cursive 
script. On the first page of his Free Cursive Script is the 
single autobiographical line: “Here are images that 
express my imagination to the full.” 


To be precise, “images” in calligraphy are imageries. 
Some articles (including those written by me) refer to the 
visual forms of calligraphic art as images. The reason 
probably has something to do with the concept that art 
means “thinking in terms of images” or the concept that 
art reflects the images of life. However, although the 
bases of calligraphic images—characters—do remind us 
of mmages in real life, and there 1s some correspondence 
between the two, they are actually different from images 
ir .eal life. It is more in line with the characteristics of 
ca‘higraphic art to say that calligraphy builds mmageries 
Th word imagery can be taken to mean “images” and 
“ym agination,” just as the “appearance” and “spirit” of 
a thi wg. The process of calligraphic creation may be seen 
as the conveyance of “spirit” and “imagination™ through 
“appearance” and “images.” This conveyance process 
comeides with the process of creation A calligrapher 
who has established the style of always conveying his 
“spirit” and “imagination” through “appearance” and 
“ymages” will be able to achieve a high standard of 
excellence. His mind, eyes. and hands will work as a 
team and his art will gradually move toward perfection 


Li Yan did not abandon hard work because he was 
gifted For nearly 10 years since winning the first prize in 
the first International Calligraphy Competition, he never 
stopped exploring. and evidence of this can be seen in 
this collection entitled L: Yan's Free Cursive Script. He 
went after speed. rhythm. spin, body. thrill, exqursite- 
ness... In him there is a powerful force waiting to break 
through limitations and develop in depth and breadth 
His explorations into the free cursive style are multids- 
mensional The senes of calligraphic works entitled 
Stony Path Up the Distant Spring Hills, The Distant 
Noughtingale’s Wail, Rocks in the Mountain Yonder. and 
Frogs in a Spring Pool show the many and dazzling sides 
of a well-cut diamond 


It 1s obvious that Li Yan's calligraphy gives a strong 
impression of modernity It has qualities in common 
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